Senate Resolution No. 584
BY: Senat or PARKER

MOURNI NG the death of The Honorable Paul G
Fei nman, former New York Court of Appeals Judge,
di stinguished citizen and devoted nenber of his
comunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to publicly nourn
the death of promnent citizens of the State of New York whose |ifework
and civic endeavor served to enhance the reputation of the State; and

WHEREAS, Judge Paul G Fei nman of Roosevelt Island, New York City,
di ed on Wednesday, March 31, 2021, at the age of 61; and

WHEREAS, Paul G Feinman was born on January 26, 1960, in Henpstead,
New York, the third of five children; he was raised in Merrick, New
York, where he attended public schools; and

VWHEREAS, Judge Paul G Feinman graduated from Col unbi a Col | ege,
Colunmbi a University (A B. 1981) and the University of Mnnesota Law
School (J.D. 1985), attending both on schol arship; he al so studied at
the Universite de Paris VIl (Jussieu), the Universite de Paris |
(Assas) and the Universite de Lyon I1Il; and

VWHEREAS, He began his illustrious |egal career as a Staff Attorney
for the Appeals Bureau of the Legal Aid Society of Nassau County and
then worked for the Legal A d Society, Crimnal Defense Division in
Manhat t an; and

WHEREAS, From 1989 to 1996, he clerked for Justice Angela M
Mazzarelli in the Suprene Court, Crimnal and G vil Branches, and in the
Appel l ate Division, First Departnent; and

WHEREAS, In Novenber of 1996, Judge Paul G Feinman was elected to
the Gvil Court of the City of New York; he was then re-elected in 2006;
and

VWHEREAS, From 1997-2001, Judge Paul G Feinnan was assigned to the
Crimnal Court; in 2004, he was designated an Acting Suprene Court
Justice, and elected a Justice of the Suprene Court in 2007; and

VWHEREAS, | n October of 2021, Governor Andrew M Cuonp appointed him
to the Appellate D vision, First Departnent, before nomnating himto
the Court of Appeals on June 16, 2017; the New York State Senate
unani nously confirmed his nom nation on June 21, 2017; and

WHEREAS, Judge Paul G Feinman was the first openly gay nenber of
the New York State's highest court; and

WHEREAS, Previously, Judge Paul G Feinman served as President of
the Association of Suprenme Court Justices of the State of New York, Inc.
(2013), President of the |International Association of LGBT Judges



(2008-2011), Presiding Menber of the Judicial Section of the New York
State Bar Association (2012-2013), and President of LeGlL, the LGBT Bar
of Greater New York (1996); and

WHEREAS, Judge Paul G Feinman is survived by his husband, Jay
Robert Ostergaard, whom he married in 2013; and

VWHEREAS, Judge Paul G Feinman's career mrrored an unyielding
commtnment to the inportance of law, to those privileges of justice and
human dignity so definitive of our Anmerican nanner; and

WHEREAS, Judge Paul G Fei nman, who di spl ayed many uni que qualities,
lived an i mensely beautiful life built on conpassion, kindness, and
respect for both the position he held and for others; he will be truly
m ssed by all those who had the privilege and honor of know ng him now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of The Honorable Paul G Feinman, and to express its
deepest condol ences to his famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of The Honorable Paul G Fei nman.



