Senat e Resol ution No. 583
BY: Senat or KAPLAN

COMVENDI NG The Honorable Thomas F. Liotti upon the
occasion of his retirenent after many vyears of
di stingui shed service as Justice of the Village of
West bury, New York

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay tribute to those singular individuals who devote their purposefu
lives and careers to preserving the rights and protecting the wel fare of
the citizens of their community and the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, The quality and character of life in the Westbury conmunity
has been ably served and wuniquely enriched through the selfless
dedi cati on and benevol ent concern of Judge Thomas F. Liotti; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to commend The
Honorable Thomas F. Liotti upon the occasion of his retirenent after
many years of distinguished service as Justice of +the Village of
West bury, New York; and

WHEREAS, After graduating from Pl ai nview O d Bet hpage H gh School in
Long Island, New York in 1965, Thomas F. Liotti attended Chio State
Uni versity before earning a Bachelor of Science degree from Adel phi
University in 1970; and

WHEREAS, Thomas F. Liotti went on to earn a Master's degree in
Public Adm nistration from CUNY, as well as a Juris Doctor degree in
1976, from the Del aware Law School, where he was a published nenber of
the Law Revi ew and President of the Student Bar Association; he also
attended New York University School of Law, conpleting its Masters of
Law Programin Taxation; and

VWHEREAS, Thomas F. Liotti began his illustrious career when he was
appointed as Chair of the Code Review Conmm ssion for the Incorporated
Village of Westbury; during this tinme, he served on the Crimnal Justice
Act Panel in the Southern District of New York (1981-1987), and in the
Eastern District of New York (1978-1991); and

VWHEREAS, From approximately 1981-1984, Thomas F. Liotti served on
the Article 18-B Trial and Appeals Panels in the Appellate Division,
First Departnent; beginning in 1978, and for 25 years thereafter, he
al so served on the Articlel8-B Panel in Nassau; and

VWHEREAS, Thomas F. Liotti served on the first conmmttee which
established the Major Fel ony and Hom cide Panels in Nassau County and on
a separate commttee of the Bar Association of Nassau County which
mandated CLE for Article 18-B panelists; this was the first mandatory
CLE program in the State for |awers; additionally, he founded and
established the Assigned Counsel Sub-Comrittee for State and Federal
Courts of the Crimnal Law and Procedure Committee, Bar Associ ation of
Nassau County; and



VWHEREAS, From 1984 to 1986, this extraordi nary man served pro bono
publico, as a Judge on Nassau County Medical Ml practice Panels; in

1985, he brought about a mjor investigation of <conditions at the
Metropolitan Correction Center in New York, where he was instrunmental in
the major inprovenents in conditions at the jail; he brought about a
simlar investigation and inproved conditions at the MDC in Brooklyn, in
1995; and

WHEREAS, In 1992, he was a vital component in the successful rule
change in the Appellate Division, Second Departnent to allow for the
granting of bail pending appeal for non-violent convicted felons and to
permt their appeals to be heard on the basis of the original record;
and

WHEREAS, In July of 1997, Thonmas F. Liotti was naned as Ceneral
Counsel to the Wandanch Uni on Free School District, a position he held
until 2000, when he was unani nously appointed to the newy forned Town
of North Henpstead Councilmatic District Comm ssion; as a result of his
efforts in this capacity, wonen and mnorities were added to the
commi ssi on, voters approved increasing the nunber of Town Council seats
fromfour to six, and a mnority district was created; and

VWHEREAS, On Septenber 22, 2010, Thomas F. Liotti was nanmed by the
Nassau County Executive and the County Attorney as Special Counsel for

Legal Services to represent the County of Nassau for specified
litigations in federal litigation, nunicipal |aw and appellate practice;
and

WHEREAS, Havi ng served on the bench as Village Justice in Wstbury,
New York for 26 years, Judge Thomas F. Liotti has developed an
| npeccable reputation for his judicial tenperanent, integrity and
superior settlenent skills; and

WHEREAS, A true asset to his profession, Thomas F. Liotti is the
former President of several |egal and community organi zations including
the Kiwanis Club International, the Colunbian Lawers' Associ ation,
Crimnal Courts Bar Association of Nassau County and New York State
Association of Crimnal Defense Lawers (NYSACDL), to nanme just a few,
and

WHEREAS, He is also a Fellow in the American Board of Crim nal
Lawers and Life Menber of the New York State Association of Crim nal
Def ense Lawyers (NYSACDL) and the National Association of Crimnal
Def ense Lawyers (NACDL); and

WHEREAS, In addition to his distinguished |egal career, Thomas F.
Liotti has published nore than 200 | egal articles and Op-Ed pieces and
book reviews, and served as a columist for the Comrunity Newspapers of
Long Island; he also serves an Adjunct Professor in the subject of
Litigation in the Legal Studies Departnment of Nassau Community Col | ege;
and

WHEREAS, Throughout a life and career of purposeful endeavor, Judge



Thomas F. Liotti has remained true to his commtnent, serving famly,

faith and comunity, as well as the law, his contributions and
acconpli shnents have brought great benefit and positive influence to
bear upon the course of jurisprudence and the quality of life for

ot hers; and

WHEREAS, Respected by both attorneys and defendants alike, Judge
Thomas F. Liotti always conducted an inpartial and objective court; he
treated all defendants w th conpassion and dignity while at the sane
time remaining fair in his rulings; and

VWHEREAS, Judge Thomas F. Liotti, in every capacity in which he
served, has left his permanent mark on the crimnal justice community
and will forever be renmenbered as a determ ned, innovative and genui nely

concerned expert in his field; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Thomas F. Liotti upon the occasion of his retirenent after many
years of distinguished service as Justice of the Village of Wstbury,
New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorable Thomas F. Liotti.



