Senate Resolution No. 520
BY: Senat or KENNEDY

MOURNI NG  the deat h of Mar cus D. Stokes,
di stinguished citizen and devoted nenber of his
comunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose lifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their communities and this
great Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, Marcus Danone St okes of Buffal o, New York, died on Mnday,
March 8, 2021, at the age of 58; and

WHEREAS, Marcus D. Stokes was born in Buffal o, New York, on August
3, 1962, to Norma L. Jefferson and Anthony Mtchell; and

WHEREAS, As a congregant of White Rock M ssionary Baptist Church, he
was a faithful nenber of its Choir; as his spiritual devel opnent
continued, he later united with the Elim Christian Fellowship; and

VWHEREAS, Educated in the Buffalo Public School System Marcus D.
Stokes attended Public School No. 31, and graduated from G over
Cl evel and Hi gh School in 1980, wearning a diploma in Business and
Science; he continued his educational pursuits as a student at the
Uni versity of Buffalo's Educational Opportunity Center from which he
earned a Certificate as a Sterilization Process Technician; he went on
to earn a Certificate as a Dialysis Technician from N agara Conmunity
Col | ege; and

VWHEREAS, Marcus D. Stokes distinguished hinself in his profession
and by his sincere dedication and substantial contribution to the
wel fare of his conmunity; and

VWHEREAS, His enploynent experience began in 1986 as a Sales
Speci alist with National Warehouse, a Custoner Service Representative
with Marine Mdland Bank, and | ater HSBC Bank; he then served as a Loss
Prevention O ficer and Overnight Lead Guest Representative wth the
Buf fal o Hyatt Regency Hotel; and

VWHEREAS, For his dedicated service and conmtnent to excell ence,
Marcus D. was honored as the 1999 Enpl oyee of the Year by the Hyatt
Regency Hotel; known by all for being a hard worker, he al so served as
t he Food and Beverage Supervisor at the Seneca N agara Casino; after
many years in the work force, he retired from his job as a Tol
Coll ector with the New York State Thruway Authority; and

WHEREAS, Marcus D. Stokes' commitnent to excellence, and his spirit
of humanity, carried over into all fields of enterprise, including
charitabl e and civic endeavors; and

VHEREAS, He was a nenber of several Bl ock Cubs, and he worked



towards community inprovenent, in the political arena wth political
| eaders; he was known for his culinary skills and his gift to others

were the delicious neals he prepared at the Kerns Bowing Alley,
Sophi sticated Soul, and The Gol den Nugget; and

VWHEREAS, Marcus D. Stokes frequently volunteered as the cook for the
many Bl ock Cl ubs outings he attended, and for Senior Ctizen Centers; he
enjoyed traveling and attending national hair shows with his bel oved
fiancee Odessa Durham and

VWHEREAS, Predeceased by his grandnother, Sally Mae Stokes, and his
not her, Norma L. Jefferson, in addition to his fiancee, Marcus D. Stokes
is survived by his father, Anthony "Pops”™ Mtchell; his sister, Gl A
Mtchell; his nephew, Deneer V. Parker, Sr.; his step-brother, Nathaniel
Myricks; and his Godnot her, Mary Anderson; as well as a host of bel oved
relatives and friends, and his Church and conmunity; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed wth a humanistic spirit and i nbued with a sense of
conpassi on, Marcus D. Stokes |eaves behind a |egacy which wll long
endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nmenory to al
he served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourni ng the death of Marcus D. Stokes, and to express its deepest
condol ences to his fanmly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Marcus D. Stokes.



