Senate Resolution No. 464
BY: Senator REI CHLI N- MELNI CK

HONORING Jim Skelley wupon the occasion of his
retirement as owner of Nyack Bicycle Qutfitters
after 48 years of distinguished service

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recogni ze the
achi evenents of those individuals and businesses which substantially
contribute to the economic vitality of their communities and the entire
Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Jim Skelley wupon the occasion of his retirenent as owner of Nyack
Bicycle Qutfitters after 48 years of distinguished service; and

VWHEREAS, Jim Skelley opened Nyack Bicycle Qutfitters in downtown
Nyack, New York, in 1972, making this extraordinary establishnment the
second- ol dest small business in Nyack when he finally closed its doors
I n January of 2021; and

WHEREAS, Cycling has always been a part of JimSkelley's life;
growing up in New York City, he rode a bicycle everywhere; it is al nost
unt hi nkable today to imgine a 13-year old riding a coaster bike up
Route 9 to Tarrytown, over to Wiite Plains and then back to the GCty,
but this young man did just that; and

WHEREAS, Jim Skelley proudly served his country in the Vietnam Wr
from 1968 to 1969; he would | ater overcone a serious illness caused by
the effects of Agent Orange; his conpetitive spirit, determ nation and
strength hel ped this brave nman pull through; and

VWHEREAS, Like many veterans, Jim Skelley returned to Vietnam four
decades after the war wth two friends for a six-week visit, during
which time they rode from Hanoi to Saigon; during his visit, the
Vi et nanese people were very welcomng to him and |ocal children flocked
around his bike; before his departure, he donated his bicycle to a hone
for street-dwelling kids in Saigon; and

WHEREAS, Wth a steadfast and unwavering comm tnent to hi s
comunity, Jim Skelley organized the Rocket Ride, a 50-mle, weekly,
fast - paced bi ke ride beginning in Nyack, and |ooping through Rockland
and Bergen Counties; this ride becane the |ongest running weekly bike
ride in Rockland County; and

VWHEREAS, Snall businesses |like Nyack Bicycle Qutfitters are the
backbone of |ocal econom es across New York State, and a state is only
as great as those organi zations and individuals that perform exenplary
service on behalf of their community; and

WHEREAS, Over its distinguished 48-year history, Nyack Bicycle
Qutfitters has denpnstrated conti nuous service to the residents and



communities which it served; and

WHEREAS, The success of Nyack Bicycle OQutfitters is in direct
correlation to the efforts of its owner, Jim Skelley, and all its
dedi cat ed staff, whose I nvol venent IS, and always has been,
characterized by an inpressive commtnent, an unbridled enthusiasm and
an unconprom sing standard of excellence in all endeavors on behal f of
t he business and the community it serves; and

VWHEREAS, Snal| Busi nesses such as Nyack Bicycle Qutfitters exert a
strong, positive influence on the communities they serve and are a
crucial elenment in the econony of New York State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Ji m Skel |l ey upon the occasion of his retirement as owner of Nyack
Bicycle Qutfitters after 48 years of dedicated service; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to Ji m Skell ey.



