Senate Resolution No. 435
BY: Senator LIU

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
Cct ober 9, 2021, as Hangul Day (Korean Al phabet Day)
in the State of New York

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
official days that are set aside to enhance the profile of cultural
diversity which strengthens the fabric of the communities of New York
State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menoriali ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaim OCctober 9, 2021, as
Hangul Day (Korean Alphabet Day) in the State of New York, in
conjunction with the observance of National Hangul Day in South Korea,
and

WHEREAS, Hangul Day is a national Korean commenorative day narKking
the invention and the proclamati on of Hangul by the 15th Century Korean
nonarch Sejong the Geat; and

WHEREAS, Hangul Day was declared as a national holiday in South
Korea in 2013; the holiday is called Hangul Proclamation Day, or Hangu
Day for short, and commenorates the promnul gati on of the Hunm n Jeongeum
and

WHEREAS, Before the <creation of Hangul, people in Korea, known as
Joseon at the time, primarily wote using classical Chinese alongside
the native phonetic witing systens that predated Hangul by hundreds of
years, including Idu, Hyangchal, Gugyeol, and Gakpil; and

VWHEREAS, However, due to the fundanental differences between the
Korean and Chi nese | anguages, and the | arge nunber of characters needed
to be learned, there was nmuch difficulty in learning howto wite wusing
Chi nese characters for the |ower classes, who often did not have the
privil ege of an education; and

WHEREAS, To assuage this problem King Sejong created this unique
al phabet to pronote literacy anong the conmon peopl e; according to the
Sejong Sillok, King Sejong proclainmed publication of Hunm n Jeongeum
the docunent introducing the newly created alphabet which was al so
originally called by the sanme nane, in the ninth nonth of the [|unar
cal endar in 1446; and

WHEREAS, In 1926, the Korean Language Society, whose goal was to
preserve the Korean | anguage during a tinme of rapid forced Japani zati on,
cel ebrated the octo-sexagesi mal (480th) anniversary of the declaration
of Hangul on the |last day of the ninth nonth of the |unar cal endar,
which is on Novenber 4th of the Gregorian cal endar; and

WHEREAS, Menbers of the Society declared it the first observance of



Gagyanal; the nane canme from Gagyageul, an early colloquial name for
Hangul , based on a mmenonic recitation begi nning gagya geogyeo; the nane
of the commenorative day was changed to Hangullal in 1928, soon after

the term Hangul, coined originally in 1913 by Ju Si-gyeong, becane
wi dely accepted as the new nanme for the al phabet; and

WHEREAS, The day was then celebrated according to the |unar
cal endar; in 1931, the celebration of the day was switched to Cctober
29th of the Gegorian Calendar, the calendar which is in contenporary
use; and

VWHEREAS, Three years later, the date was noved to Cctober 28th, to
coordinate the date with that of the Julian Cal endar, which had been in
use during the 15th Century when King Sejong made his proclamation; and

VWHEREAS, The discovery in 1940 of an original copy of the Hunmn
Jeongeum Haerye, a volune of comentary to the Hunm n Jeongeum t hat
appeared not long after the docunent it comented wupon, revealed the
Hunmi n Jeongeum was announced during the first 10 days of the ninth
nont h; and

WHEREAS, The 10th day of the ninth nonth of the 1446 |unar cal endar
was equivalent to Cctober 9th of that same year's Julian cal endar; the
Sout h Korean governnent, established in 1945, declared COctober 9th to be
Hangul Day, a yearly legal holiday which excused governnent enployees
fromwork; and

VWHEREAS, Major enployers pressured the South Korean governnent to
I ncrease the country's annual nunber of work days; in 1991, to balance
out the adoption of the United Nations Day, it vacated Hangul Day's
status as a holiday; by Ilaw, Hangul Day remai ned a nat i onal
commenoration day, and the Hangul Society canpaigned for the holiday's
restoration; and

WHEREAS, On Novenber 1, 2012, the Society won that canpaign, when
the National Assenbly voted 189 to 4 (wth 4 abstaining) in favor of a
resolution that called for the return of Hangul Day as a national
hol i day; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when nethods
of communi cation, such as Hangul, are created and brought to our
attention, they should be cel ebrated and recognized by all the citizens
of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonop to proclaimCctober 9, 2021, as
Hangul Day (Korean Al phabet Day) in the State of New York; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonpb, Governor of the State of
New Yor k.



