Senate Resolution No. 420
BY: Senat or PERSAUD

COMVEMORATI NG t he 27t h Anniversary of Junpstart to
be celebrated on April 11, 2021

WHEREAS, It is incunbent upon the people of the State of New York to
recogni ze and acknowl edge those wthin our mdst who have nade
significant contributions to the quality of life therein; and

WHEREAS, Fromtime to time this Legislative Body takes note of
certain extraordinary individuals and organizations it wshes to
recogni ze for their valued contributions to the success and progress of
soci ety and publicly acknow edge their endeavors which have enhanced the
basi ¢ humanity anong us all; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to comenorate the
27th Anniversary of Junpstart to be celebrated on Sunday, April 11,
2021; and

VWHEREAS, Established in 1994, Junpstart is a national early
education nonprofit organization which delivers high-quality |anguage,
literacy and social-enotional programmng to preschool children from
under -resourced conmunities and pronotes quality early learning for all;
and

VWHEREAS, The idea for Junpstart began when college students Aaron
Li eberman, Rebecca Wi ntraub, Jordan Meranus and David Carnmel nmet while
wor ki ng at Ramapo Anchorage Canp, a residential sunmer canp in Upstate
New York which serves children who are experiencing social, enotional,
or |earning challenges; and

VWHEREAS, During this tinme, Aaron, Rebecca, Jordan and David started
to notice the dramatic inpact tailored, one-on-one attention and support
was having on their young canpers after just a few short weeks; and

WHEREAS, |Inspired by the opportunity to build sonething with the
potential for a deep inpact on the Ilives of countless vulnerable
children, these passionate entrepreneurs established a partnership with
New Haven Head Start and began recruiting volunteers; and

VWHEREAS, That first year, Junpstart volunteers worked one-on-one
with their assigned children, reinforcing the key academ c and soci al
skills all children need to succeed; they spent tinme with the children's
teachers and net with famlies to provide an integrated effort to
support the children in their gromh and skill-devel opnent; and

VWHEREAS, After the first pilot programw apped up, the teaching
staff at the New Haven Head Start reported 100% of the <children
participating in the Junpstart program inproved in both classroom
behavi or and skill level; and

WHEREAS, Since its inception, Junpstart has grown trenendously,



training nore than 50,000 col |l ege students and community vol unteers, and
transforming the lives of over 123,000 preschool children nationw de;
and

WHEREAS, Today, this vital organization | everages partnerships with
hi gher education institutions, community organizations, Head Start
prograns, comunity-based preschools, and school districts to create
sustai nabl e solutions in an effort to close the kindergarten readiness
gap; and

VHEREAS, Junpst art recruits and trains its college student
vol unteers from 10 universities and col | eges throughout New York City to
deliver quality support at its 40 preschool partner |ocations, serving
nearly 1,500 children during the school year; and

WHEREAS, In addition, Brooklyn College students serve FirstStepNYC
preschool, and during the summer nonths, volunteers provide a nodified
program designed to address regression prior to the start of
ki ndergarten, reaching an additional 500 children; and

WHEREAS, Over its distinguished 27-year history, Junpstart has
denpnstrated continuous service to the residents and communities which
it serves; and

VWHEREAS, The success of Junpstart is in direct correlation to the
efforts of its founders, Aaron Lieberman, Rebecca Wi ntraub, Jordan
Meranus and David Carnel, as well as its dedicated volunteers, whose
I nvol venment is, and always has been, characterized by an inpressive
comm tnment, an unbridled enthusiasm and an unconprom sing standard of
excellence in all endeavors on behalf of the organization and the
comunity it serves; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when
I ndi vi dual s and organi zati ons of such noble ains and acconplishnents are
brought to our attention, they should be cel ebrated and recogni zed by
all the citizens of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 27th Anniversary of Junpstart to be celebrated on Apri
11, 2021; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Junpstart.



