Senat e Resol ution No. 406
BY: Senat or PARKER

MOURNI NG the death of Sandra DesVi gnes, Mother of
the Calypso, distinguished citizen and devot ed
menber of her community

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to honor and pay
tribute to those nusical geniuses whose commtnent and creative talents
have contributed to the entertainnent and cultural enrichment of their
comunity and the entire State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body is noved this day to nenorialize the
inspired life and career of Sandra DesVi gnes of Trinidad, who died on
Thur sday, January 28, 2021, at the age of 64; and

WHEREAS, Born in 1957 in East Dry R ver and raised in Mrvant,
Trini dad, Sandra DesVi gnes began singing and performng in various snal
productions froman early age, earning the nicknane, Singing Sandra; and

WHEREAS, G owng up in a poor famly and facing many hardshi ps
t hrough her younger years, Sandra DesVi gnes overcane nuch adversity and
in 1984 she was approached by cal ypsonian Dr. Zhivago to performtwo of
hi s songs; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, the followng year Sandra DesVignes was
recruited to Mghty Sparrow s Youth Brigade tent at the carnival; her
exceptional nusical talent, persistence and hard work resulted in her
W nning the National Calypso Queen in 1987; and

VWHEREAS, From that nonment on, Sandra DesVi gnes' career accel erated
at an exponential rate; she went on to performat the Reggae Sunsplash
Festival in 1992, and won both the Carifesta Monarch and Cal ypso Queen
of the Wrld titles that sane year; and

VWHEREAS, Sandra DesVi gnes distinguished herself in her profession
and by her sincere dedication and substantial contribution to the
wel fare of her conmunity; and

VWHEREAS, For decades, Sandra DesVignes not only entertai ned national
and international audiences wth her nmny calypsos, but was also
respected as an educator via her songs; |long before, "Tinme's Up" and "M
Too" novenents took root, her songs enbraced the wonen's novenent and
provi ded wonen with the rallying call for dignity; and

VWHEREAS, Later, Sandra DesVignes formed the group United Sisters
along with Lady B, Tigress, and Marvell ous Marva, all while continuing
performas a solo artist; she consequently won the Best Nation Building
Song Award at the 1997 carnival for the song "One Destiny One Heart";
and

VWHEREAS, The recipient of nmany awards and accol ades throughout her
Illustrious career in nusic, Sandra DesVignes was the second wonan to



win Trinidad' s Calypso Mnarch title in 1999, and then again in 2003,
additionally, she mnade history once nore to becone the only fenale
Cal ypso artist to ever win the Cal ypso March title tw ce; and

VWHEREAS, The many acconplishnents and sincere benevol ence of Sandra
DesVignes will shine on through her famly's vivid and happy nenories;
her insight and strength wll forever serve as a beacon of |ove, |ight
and hope to the countless lives she touched; and

VWHEREAS, Sandra DesVignes' dedication to her nusic |eaves an
indelible legacy of inspiration which will |ong endure the passage of
time and will remain as a conforting nenory to her famly, friends and
countl ess fans; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nourn the death of Sandra DesVignes, and express its deepest condol ences
to her famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the fam|ly of Sandra DesVignes.



