Senat e Resol ution No. 400
BY: Senat or STEWART- COUSI NS

COMVENDI NG former Senator Vel manette Montgomnery
upon the occasion of her designation as the first
ever recipient of the Senate Mjority Leader's
Legi sl ative Legacy Award

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend those individuals of outstanding purpose whose |ives have been
comrmitted to public service and the pursuit of excellence in the conduct
of the legislative process in this noble Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its

| ong-standing tradition, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
refl ect upon those extraordinary individuals who have nade everlasting
contributions on behalf of their fellow nmen and wonen and have |eft
their mark on this great Enpire State; Senator Vel nanette Montgonery is
one such individual; she truly devoted her 1life to serving her
government with integrity and conmmtnent for the sole purpose of serving
t he needs of others; and

VWHEREAS, Senator Vel manette Montgonery was first elected to the New
York State Senate in 1984; after that, she was re-elected 17 consecutive
times; and

WHEREAS, Senator Vel nanette Montgonery was the second Bl ack wonan to
be elected to this Legislative Body, first elected nore than twenty
years after the first Black wonman to be elected to this Legislative
Body, paving the way for a new generation of diverse Senators; and

VWHEREAS, Senator Vel manette Montgonery represented District 25 which
i ncludes Fort Geene, BoerumHi ||, Red Hook, Bedford-Stuyvesant, Sunset
Par k, Gowanus, and Park Sl ope, anong ot her nei ghborhoods |ocated wthin
t he borough of Brooklyn; and

VWHEREAS, Senator Velnmanette Mntgonery was the |ongest serving
Denocratic Senator in New York State history, and was the first Senator
to give birth to a child while serving in office; through her work, she
made New York a better place to live, to work and to raise a famly; and

WHEREAS, She served as the long-tine secretary of the New York State
Senat e Denocratic Conference and served on the Conference Leadership
team for over a decade; in 2019, she was appointed Majority Conference
Secretary; and

WHEREAS, As a trailblazing legislator and State |eader, Senator
Vel manette Montgonmery was well-known for her effective | eadership and
st eadf ast conmtnent to her constituents; during her career, she worked
tirelessly as an advocate for youth, public education, crimnal justice
reform environnental preservation and civil rights; and

VWHEREAS, During her distinguished tenure in this Legislative Body,



Senat or Vel manette Montgonery sponsored nunerous bills that were enacted
into law and have nade deep and |l asting changes to better the |ives of
the residents of New York State; anong these inportant acconplishnments

are laws prohibiting the use of shackles on pregnant wonmen (Chapter 411
of 2009 and Chapter 570 of 2015), allowing youth in foster care to
remain in care past their eighteenth birthday (Chapter 342 of 2009), and
ensuring fair and equal pay for public enployees (Chapter 741 of 2019);
and

WHEREAS, As the Chair of the New York State Senate Standing
Commttee on Children and Famlies, Senator Vel manette Montgonmery was
dedi cated to hel ping young people achieve positive outcones through
reform of the State's juvenile justice, foster care and adoptive care
system and

VWHEREAS, Senator Vel manette Montgonery's dedication to inproving the
lives of young people |led her to be a statew de chanpion of YouthBuild,
an organi zation that provides opportunities for young people to realize
their full potential, her support helping to achieve mllions of dollars
in state assistance and bicameral support for the program and

VWHEREAS, Her passion for supporting children's health and wel |l - bei ng
| ed Senat or Vel nanette Montgonery to lead the fight to school-based
health clinics, helping to secure significant state fiscal support for
heal t h-servi ces for schools in an innovative comrunity-based nodel ; and

VWHEREAS, Senator Vel manette Montgonmery was known for her chanpi oning
of incarcerated persons and understood the critical need to create a
pat hway for second chances; her commtnment to restorative justice
i ncluded her often lonely but ultimtely successful crusade to Raise the
Age of crimnal liability; and

WHEREAS, | n acknow edgnment of her |ongtinme advocacy on the issue of
kinship care, Senator Velmnette Mntgonery was the recipient of
numerous awards including the auspicious Barbara M dark Kinship
Chanmpi on Awar d; and

WHEREAS, Senator Velnmanette Montgonery was not only known for her
success as a legislator, but for her passion for nentoring new
| egi slators, staff, and others, leaving a |asting inpression on the next
generation of |eaders and | awmkers; and

WHEREAS, Prior to her service in public office, Senator Vel manette
Montgonmery worked as a teacher, adjunct professor, and day care
director; furthernore, she was the co-founder of the Day Care Forum of
New York City, and served as president of Conmmunity School Board 13; and

VWHEREAS, Vel manette Montgonery obtained a nmnaster's degree i n
Education from New York University before becomi ng a Revson Fel |l ow at
Col unbi a University; in 1991, she was awarded an Honorary Doctor of Law
fromSt. Joseph's College in Brooklyn; and

VWHEREAS, In light of her many acconplishnents and historic inpact on
the State Legislature and the Enpire State itself, the Senate Majority



Leader has established a new award to honor her |egacy on this state and
her bel oved community on the occasion of her retirenent, and this award
shall make Senator Velnmanette Mntgonery the first recipient of this
new y established Senate Majority Leader's Legislative Legacy Award,;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend fornmer Senator Vel manette Montgomery upon the occasion of her
designation as the first ever recipient of the Senate Majority Leader's
Legi sl ative Legacy Award; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Vel nanette Mont gonery.



