Senat e Resolution No. 364
BY: Senator GRI FFO

COVMEMORATI NG t he 75th Anniversary of Wite's Farm
Supply, Inc.

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
appl aud the | eaders of comerce and industry whose acconplishnents
contribute to the econonmic health and prosperity of the conmunities of
the State of New York and to the quality of life of its people; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 75th Anniversary of Wite's Farm Supply, Inc.; and

VWHEREAS, White's Farm Supply, Inc. is a full-service Case |H New
Hol l and and Kubota dealer selling new and wused tractors, forage
harvesters and farm equi pment with |ocations in Canastota, Franklin,
Lowill e, Schaghticoke and Waterville, New York; and

VWHEREAS, Wen Wl lard and Nettie Wiite returned to Central New York
at the end of World War II, it was not Ilong before they saw an
opportunity to live the Anerican dream and

VWHEREAS, W Illard Wite was born and raised in the Verona, New York
area, which pronpted his return to his famly farm Nettie was a farm
girl from Shandro, Alberta, Canada; together, they established the
busi ness in 1946 as the Oneida Valley Garage, punping gas and repairing
aut onobi | es and farm nmachi nery; and

WHEREAS, In 1948, as the business grew, the Wites hired Roger
Gerwi g, a nechanic who could fix anything; after 48 years of dedicated
service, Roger retired from Wite's Farm Supply, but not before
experiencing the evolution of Wite's Farm Supply, and the Agricultural
and Lawn & Garden Industry; and

VWHEREAS, | n 1949, International Harvester Conpany gained a dealer in
Wiite's Farm Supply and that relationship has endured through both
conpani es' changes, as Wite's continues to sell and service the Case-1H
brand; and

WHEREAS, |In 1953, Wite's Farm Supply becane a distributor of
Ni chol son Hay tedders; they were inported from England and sold all over
New England and required deliveries and an extensive parts supply and
support; and

VWHEREAS, By the early 1960s, things were noving quite fast for the
busi ness and Gehl, a conpany well-known for their forage equipnent,
contracted with Wiite's Farm Supply for warehousing of their parts
di stribution t hroughout the Northeast; by the mdl960s, the new
war ehouse building was built to handle the growh, as it was stil
growing with Wiite's Farm Supply taking on distribution and sal es of Van
Dusen, Silo-matic and Brillion; this tine was also the start of a new



direction with the sales of the Cub Cadet; and

VWHEREAS, Sales in the agricultural area were growwng and in 1972,
the Waterville store opened with five enployees, and has since tripled
in size; and

WHEREAS, G owt h was continuous and the equi pment needs of the farner
were changing; nore opportunities to serve the custoners cane when the
Sperry-New Hol | and brand of hay and forage equi pnent was taken on, and
the sane tractor brand was introduced; Wite's Farm Supply was the first
dealer in New York for Martin Manufacturing, a conpany that was | ater
purchased by Gehl, that pioneered a V-style spreader; and

VWHEREAS, White's Farm Supply's product |ine offering branched into a
new area With cow stalls and gates; the business carries an extensive
inventory of barn and farm |lot needs with strong relationships with
manuf acturers Paul B. Zinmrerman, Inc. and J. Houle & Fils, Inc.; and

WHEREAS, Wth the start of the 1980s, a new shop, parts departnent,
and offices were added to the Canastota store; then cane the opportunity
to acquire a third building and in 1986, the Lowille store opened its
doors for business; and

VWHEREAS, Meyers Manufacturing was added to the equipnent offering
line up in 1986 and Wite's Farm Supply was awarded their top deal er
award for 2005; and

VWHEREAS, In addition, White's Farm Supply becane the first dealer
for the Ferris nowers, a |ocal manufacturer of innovative |awn care
products for the honmeowner and the conmercial nower specialist; and

VWHEREAS, Another strong relationship with a top industry |eader
Kubota, has propelled White's Farm Supply through the next decade in
sales of quality lawn and garden equipnent, comercial nowers, and
estate and farmtractors; and

VWHEREAS, In 1993, the enployees of all three White's Farm Supply
stores presented Wllard and Nettie Wiite with a special plaque and
stone marker in recognition and appreciation to them as founders; and

WHEREAS, That sanme year, WIllard and Nettie Wiite decided to retire;
with them throughout have been their five children, Dale, Patricia,
Arthur, Arlene and Douglas, all of whomfeel privileged to be a part of
their lives and rejoice in their achievenents; the tradition of service
to the Agricultural and Lawn & Garden industries continues wth Dale,
Doug, and Art l|eading the conmpany and responding to the needs of their
custoners and new demands of the market; and

WHEREAS, In 2013, a fourth location was added i n Franklin, New York,
to serve the Southern Tier, and in 2016, a fifth |ocation was added in
Schaghti coke, New York to serve the Capital Region; and

WHEREAS, As the conpany noves into the 21st Century, today Wite's
Farm Supply is proud to enploy over 90 New Yorkers and has a cunul ative
total of well over 600 years of experience within its staff; and



WHEREAS, Wiite's Farm Supply is proud to have been the recipient of
nuner ous awards from many of the conpanies it represents for tops honors
in sales, as well as the quality of the sales and service from |awn
nowers to the |argest of farm machinery, tractors and inplenents; and

WHEREAS, It is wth great pleasure that this Legislative Body
acknow edges this exceptional business and its contributions to the
local and State economies, fully confident that it will continue to
enjoy the sparkling successes it has experienced thus far; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 75th Anniversary of Wiite's Farm Supply, Inc.; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
White's Farm Supply, Inc.



