Senate Resolution No. 2912
BY: Senat or KENNEDY

CONGRATULATING Dr. Katherine S. Conway- Turner
upon the occasion of her retirenent after eight
years of distinguished service as President of
Buffalo State Coll ege

WHEREAS, It is the practice of this Legislative Body to take note of
and publicly acknow edge individuals of renmarkable integrity and
character whose endeavors have enhanced the quality of education in this
great State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
congratulate Dr. Katherine S. Conway-Turner upon the occasion of her
retirement after eight years of distinguished service as President of
Buffalo State Coll ege; and

VWHEREAS, Katherine S. Conway- Turner, Ph.D., began her tenure as the
ninth president of Buffalo State College on August 3, 2014; her
prof essi onal | eadership can be seen in the many and varied aspects which
are part of a mmjor academ c anchor institution; and

WHEREAS, As president of SUNY's |largest and only conprehensive
college located in an urban setting, Dr. Katherine S. Conway-Turner
oversees and nmanages nore than 1,500 faculty, staff, and adm nistrators
who provide nore than 75 undergraduate and 60 graduate academi c degree
prograns to 6,500 undergraduate and 1,000 graduate students each year;
and

VWHEREAS, Under the abl e | eader ship of Dr. Kat heri ne S
Conway- Turner, Buffalo State's commtnent to service has been recogni zed
national | y; in 2016, Buffalo State was anong five colleges and

uni versities fromacross the country chosen to share in the Washington
Center's Annual Higher Education C vic Engagenent Awards; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, the college has earned the Carnegi e Foundation
for the Advancenent of Teaching' s Community Engagenment C assification
under Dr. Katherine S. Conway-Turner, as well as accolades from the
President's Hi gher Educat i on Conmuni ty Service Honor Roll and
recogni tion of excellence from AASCU;, and

WHEREAS, One of President Katherine S. Conway-Turner's signature
events, "Bengals Dare to Care Day," was initiated as part of her
i naugur ati on week of activities in 2014, and she officially |launched the
annual service day the followi ng year, during which tine Buffalo State

students, faculty, alumi, staff, and friends of the college provide
comunity service within the City of Buffalo one Saturday during the
fall senester; each year, hundreds of the Buffalo State conmunity

menbers provide service to 40 community agencies throughout the city;
and



WHEREAS, Dr. Katherine S. Conway-Turner also | ends her talent and
time to several boards, conmttees, and prograns nationally, statew de,
and locally; she serves on the Distinguished Alumus Award Search and

Sel ection Commttee for the American Association of State Colleges and
Universities, and she is a nenber of the Association of American
Col | eges and Universities' Presidents' Trust; and

WHEREAS, In addition, she is a nenber of the review and sel ection
panel for the American Council on Education Fellows Program and she is
a nenber of the Division Ill President's Council, a nenber of NCAA Board

of Governors Comrittee to Pronote Cultural Diversity and Equity and
Pat hway Program nmentor for the National Collegiate Athletic Association;
and

VWHEREAS, President Katherine S. Conway-Turner is the vice chair and
commi ssioner for the Mddle States Commi ssion on Hi gher Education, which
is the accrediting body for higher education institutions in Del awnare,
the District of Colunbia, Maryland, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvani a,
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands; she is the vice chair of the board
of Canpus Conpact and nmenber of the executive board of the Coalition of
Urban and Metropolitan Universities (CUMJ); and

VWHEREAS, Wth a steadfast and unwavering commitnent to her
comunity, Dr. Katherine S. Conway-Turner serves on the Wstern New
York Youth Apprenticeship steering comrittee and the advisory board of
the United Way of Buffalo and Erie County; she is an eneriti nenber of
the Wstern New York Wnen's Foundation, Say Yes Buffal o's Operating
Commttee, the Ri chardson Center Corporation Board, and co-chairs the
West ern New Yor k Regi onal Econom ¢ Devel opnent Council; and

VWHEREAS, President Katherine S. Conway- Turner earned her Ph.D. and
Master of Arts degrees in social psychol ogy, and her Bachelor of Arts
degree in mcrobiology, all fromthe University of Kansas; she is the
aut hor of nunerous articles, chapters, books, and book reviews; and

VWHEREAS, President Katherine S. Conway-Turner's personal journey
mrrors that of many of her students, past and present; as a
first-generation college student, she appreciates the process of
education and enbraces its transformative aspects; she listens to the
ever-changi ng needs of her students and attenpts to inplement and
monitor new prograns and processes to help these students becone
successful, contributing nenbers of society; and

VWHEREAS, Wth her throughout has been her husband, Dr. Alvin L
Turner, who feels privileged to be a part of her |life and rejoices in
her many achi evenents; and

VWHEREAS, A significant contributor to education in New York State,
Dr. Katherine S. Conway-Turner has continually denonstrated an
i npressive dedication, an wunparalleled devotion and an unremtting
enthusiasmfor the quality of the educational prograns and opportunities
offered for the benefit of its faculty and students, as well as for the
entire community; and



VWHEREAS, | n conpleting her service as President, Dr. Katherine S
Conway- Tur ner | eaves behind nore than nmere bricks and nortar; she | eaves
behind a legacy to the students of Buffalo State College and to the
resi dents of Buffalo, New York; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratulate Dr. Katherine S. Conway-Turner upon the occasion of her

retirenment, and to wish her well in all her future endeavors; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Dr. Katherine S. Conway- Turner.



