Senat e Resol ution No. 2909
BY: Senator TEDI SCO

COMVENDI NG Howard Ri chard Neahr posthunously upon
the occasion of his designation as recipient of a
Li berty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
i n peacetinme, deserve a special salute fromthis Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to commend Howard
Ri chard Neahr posthunously upon the occasion of his designation as
recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate, to be celebrated on Tuesday,
Cct ober 18, 2022; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendation for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behal f of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

VWHEREAS, Born on July 8, 1924, Howard Richard "D ck" Neahr entered
the United States Arnmy on April 8, 1943 in Al bany, New York; he was
stationed at Canp Croft and Fort Meade before being transferred to
Li verpool, England and Northern Ireland for training;, and

WHEREAS, After the D Day invasion, Howard Ri chard Neahr spent tine
I n Luxenbourg and across France as the defense |ines noved; he was shot
in the leg during the Battle of the Bulge in January of 1945, and spent
ei ght weeks in the hospital before being sent back to France to rejoin
his unit; and

WHEREAS, Howard Richard Neahr bravely served his country overseas
with the 409th Infantry Reginent 103rd Division in the Ardennes, Central
Eur ope, Normandy, Northern France, and Rhineland; he was honorably
di scharged on Septenber 29, 1945, at the rank of Private First C ass;
and

VWHEREAS, For his courageous service during Wrld War [1, Howard
Ri chard Neahr was awarded the Purple Heart, European-African-M ddle
Eastern Canpai gn Medal, the Good Conduct Medal, Conbat Infantry Badge,
and WW1 Victory Medal; and

VWHEREAS, Upon the conpletion of his mlitary service, Howard Richard
Neahr returned home to Providence, New York; and

WHEREAS, Howard Richard Neahr and his high school sweetheart, the
former Sylvia Thorton, were united in marriage on March 28, 1942, and
toget her they raised seven children; and



VWHEREAS, Throughout his |I|ife, Howard Ri chard Neahr worked on his
famly's farmdelivering mlk, plowwng and mlling trees; he was also

enpl oyed by the New York State Thruway Authority for 21 years, retiring
in 1986; and

WHEREAS, Howard Richard Neahr Ioved to hunt and enjoyed the
outdoors; while he was passionate about many things, above all his
greatest passion was spending tine with his beloved famly; and

WHEREAS, Howard Richard Neahr died on Novenber 2, 2019, at the age
of 95; and

VWHEREAS, Residents of this great State nust never forget the courage
wi th which these nen and wonen served their country, and nust recognize
that no greater debt is owed than that owed to those who risked their
lives for their beloved Nation; and

WHEREAS, Havi ng exhibited his patriotismboth at hone and abroad,
Howard R chard Neahr denonstrated his love for his country and nerits
forevernore the highest respect of his State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, Qur Nation's veterans deserve to be recognized, comended
and t hanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their comunities, their State and their Nation
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Howard Ri chard Neahr posthunously wupon the occasion of his
designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed
upon an individual by the New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the famly of Howard Ri chard Neahr.



