Senat e Resol ution No. 2907
BY: Senator JORDAN

COMVENDI NG W I liam A. Hanson post hunously upon the
occasion of his designation as recipient of a
Li berty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
i n peacetinme, deserve a special salute fromthis Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to conmend WIIliam A
Hanson post hunously upon the occasion of his designation as recipient of
a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an individual by the
New York State Senate; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendation for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behal f of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, Born on August 9, 1941, to Joseph and Mary Grace (Allinger)
Hanson, in A d Chatham New York, WIliam A Hanson attended Canaan
El ementary School and Chat ham H gh School, graduating in 1959; and

VWHEREAS, W Illiam A. Hanson began his illustrious mlitary service
with the United States Air Force on Cctober 17, 1961, in Albany, New
York, as a 2nd Lieutenant; and

VWHEREAS, After conpleting basic training at Lackland Air Force Base
in Texas, WIliam A Hanson received additional training at Keesler Air
Force Base in M ssissippi as an Apprentice Aircraft Control and Warning
Qperator; and

VWHEREAS, Assigned to 756 Radar Squadron (Air Defense Command) and
given duties to detect vessels, planes and vehicles before they entered
an area of operations, Airman 2nd Cass WIlliam A Hanson directed
aircraft strikes and surveillance, and served as a radar operator
overseas at the Alaconte Air Station in Spain for 11 nonths during the
Col d War; and

WHEREAS, A truly remarkable soldier, Airman 2nd Class WIliamA.
Hanson courageously served with Special Operations G ound Based of the
343 Conbat Special Tactics Squadron despite extrenely high tensions as a
result of the Cuban Mssile Crisis; and

WHEREAS, For his courageous service, Airman 2nd Class WIliamA.
Hanson was awarded the Air Force Good Conduct Medal; and

WHEREAS, WIIliam A Hanson married Judith Hatch on June 13, 1970, in
Spencertown, New York, and they raised three lIoving children, Elizabeth,



Janes and Kenneth; and

VWHEREAS, Upon the conpletion of his mlitary service, WIlliam A
Hanson returned to New York to be wth his famly;, he was a
sel f-enpl oyed el ectrician, owning and operating his own busi ness, Canaan
Electric; he later served as Canaan Hi ghway Superi nt endent and
El ectrical Inspector for Colunbia County; and

WHEREAS, Active in his community, WIliam A Hanson served for 50
years as a Fire Chief at Canaan Fire Conpany and was the co-founder of
the non-profit schol arship Power the Way for Education; and

VWHEREAS, W I liam A. Hanson di ed on Decenber 15, 2018, in Canaan, New
York and is buried in St. Janmes Cenetery in Ghent, New York; and

WHEREAS, Having exhibited his patriotismboth at hone and abroad,
WIlliam A Hanson denonstrated his Ilove for his country and nerits
forevernore the highest respect of his State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, Qur Nation's veterans deserve to be recogni zed, conmended
and thanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their conmunities, their State and their Nation
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
coomend WIlliam A Hanson posthunously wupon the occasion of his
designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed
upon an individual by the New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of WIlliam A Hanson.



