Senat e Resol ution No. 2906
BY: Senator JORDAN

COMVENDI NG Sergeant WIlliam H  Hoffay upon the
occasion of his designation as recipient of a
Li berty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
i n peacetinme, deserve a special salute fromthis Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to conmend Ser geant
WIlliamH Hoffay upon the occasion of his designation as recipient of a
Li berty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an individual by the New
York State Senate; he will be presented with this prestigious award at
t he Renssel aer County Honmet own Heroes Dinner on Friday, October 28,
2022; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendation for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behal f of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, WIlliamH Hoffay joined the United States Navy Reserve on
Novenmber 30, 1964, conpleting two weeks of basic training in April of
1965, at the G eat Lakes Training Facility in Illinois; later, he joined
the active-duty Arny, and was sent to Fort Dix, New Jersey for training;
and

VWHEREAS, After conpleting basic training wwth distinction, WIIliam
H. Hof fay was pronoted to Private E-2 with the top ten percent of his
class on January 13, 1966; he was then sent to Fort CGordon, Georgia for
nine weeks of Advanced Infantry Training before his last transfer to
Fort Benning, Georgia for Airborne School which he conpleted on Apri
21, 1966; and

VWHEREAS, Assigned to the 173rd Airborne Brigade, Private WIliamH.
Hof f ay depl oyed to Ben Hoa, Vietnamon May 18, 1966, and was assigned to
E Troop, 17th Cavalry, 173rd; after a week of rigorous jungle training,
he joined his unit in the field where the m ssion included grueling day
and night patrols and frequent contact with the eneny; and

VWHEREAS, On April 3, 1967, while on Qperation Junction City near the
Canbodi an border, Specialist Four (SP 4) WIlliamH Hoffay was wounded
in action when his unit was anmbushed; he returned to the United States
at the end of April 1967, and was assigned to North Carolina B Troop,
1st Pl atoon of the 17th Cavalry, 82nd, Airborne D vision; and

WHEREAS, In late July and early in August of 1967, SP 4 WIliamH.
Hof fay was sent to participate in Task Force Detroit; in Novenber of
that sanme year, he was directed to Washington DC to stand by and support



during the Peace March Denonstrations; and

VWHEREAS, On January 23, 1968, Sergeant WIlliamH Hoffay, along with
the 3rd Brigade of the 82nd Airborne, was put on full alert due to the
sei zure of the USS Pueblo by North Korea -- this Operation was then
cancel ed upon the start of the Tet O fensive, which began on January 29,
1968; within tw weeks the entire 3rd Brigade of the 82nd Airborne
arrived in Vietnam and

VWHEREAS, Sergeant WIlliamH Hoffay, an E-5 at that tine, commanded
a fire team in the third platoon of B Troop, 17th Cavalry, 82nd
Airborne; this mssion and operation parallels his tour of duty wth
173rd Airborne; in the interim he was pronoted to Scout Section Leader
of the Third Pl at oon; and

VWHEREAS, Upon hi s honorabl e discharge fromthe United States Arny on
Cct ober 25, 1968, WIlliamH Hoffay returned to Averill Park, New York,
where he worked in his famly's construction business for a nunber of
years before taking over full operation of Hoffay Farnms in 1981; and

WHEREAS, WIlliamH Hoffay's sense of service and community never
left him he gave tirelessly of his tinme and energies to countless |ocal
comunity and veteran organi zations for many years, and was the driving
force behind the beautiful Sand Lake Veterans Menorial |ocated on Route
43 in the Town of Sand Lake; and

WHEREAS, For his courageous service during the Vietnam War, Sergeant
Wlliam H  Hoffay earned nunerous mlitary decorations, including: the
Bronze Star Medal for Meritorious Service;, two Arny Conmendation Medals
for Valor and two for Meritorious Service; the Purple Heart Medal
(Conmbat wounded in Vietnan); the Presidential, Valorous and Meritorious
Unit Ctations; the Conbat Infantry and Parachute Badges, New York State
Conspi cuous Service Cross and New York State Conspicuous Star; and

WHEREAS, Residents of this great State nust never forget the courage
with which these nen and wonen served their country, and nmust recognize
that no greater debt is owed than that owed to those who risked their
lives for their beloved Nation; and

VWHEREAS, Having exhibited his patriotismboth at hone and abroad,
Sergeant WIlliam H Hoffay denonstrated his love for his country and
nerits forevernore the highest respect of his State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, Qur Nation's veterans deserve to be recogni zed, conmended
and t hanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their conmunities, their State and their Nation
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Sergeant WIIliam H Hoffay upon the occasion of his designation
as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be



transmtted to Sergeant WIlliam H Hoffay.



