Senate Resolution No. 283
BY: Senat or THOVAS

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
January 26, 2021, as Indian Republic Day in the
State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay just tribute to the cultural heritage of the ethnic groups which
conprise and contribute to the richness and diversity of the community
of the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaimJanuary 26, 2021, as
I ndi an Republic Day in the State of New York, in conjunction wth the
observance of National Republic Day; and

VWHEREAS, The 26th of January was chosen as the Republic Day because
on this day in 1930, the Declaration of Indian |ndependence was
proclaimed in defiance of colonial British rule; it becane official in
1950, honoring the date in which the Constitution of India canme into
effect with a denocratic governnent system conpleting the country's
transition towards becom ng an i ndependent Republic; and

WHEREAS, This year, 2021, marks t he 71st Anni versary t he
Constitution of India cane into effect, an inportant mlestone for both
I ndia and denocracy; and

VWHEREAS, | ndi an Republic Day cel ebrates the great contributions of
Indian Anmericans to the fabric of New York, and pays tribute to the
common cul ture and bonds of friendship between the United States and the
I ndi an Republic; and

VWHEREAS, |ndian Republic Day affirns the culture, identity and
self-esteem of a people; it celebrates a rich heritage and illum nates
the Indian history and tradition, as well as the spirit of an
i ndom t abl e peopl e; and

WHEREAS, First arriving in the md-19th Century, there are now nore
t han 300, 000 Indian Anericans living in New York, naking it the second
| argest | ndian American popul ation; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, nore Indian Anericans reside in the New York
City netropolitan area than any other urban center in the country; and

VWHEREAS, Research shows that 72% of |Indian Anericans have a
bachel or's degree conpared to 37% of Anericans, and a hi gher percentage
than immgrants fromthe United Kingdom and other Asian Countries; and

WHEREAS, |Imm grants contributed two trillion dollars to the United
St at es econony I n 2015-2016 alone, and new clains state that
I ndi an- Aneri cans are the nost entrepreneurial of all groups; and



VWHEREAS, |ndian Republic Day is atinme to celebrate the aspirations
and val ues that have been shared with Indian people for generations, and

to recogni ze the countless contributions of Americans and New Yorkers of
I ndi an descent to every aspect of society; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclai mJanuary 26, 2021, as
I ndi an Republic Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonp, Governor of the State of
New Yor k.



