Senate Resolution No. 2813
BY: Senator GRI FFO

CONGRATULATI NG Janes Ray upon the occasion of his
retirement after nore than 37 years of distinguished
service to the United States Air Force

VWHEREAS, | ndividuals who dedicate their lives to mlitary service
nmerit the comendati on and appl ause of all citizens for their conm tnent
to the preservation of Anmerican freedom and

VWHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to acknow edge the
significant m | est ones in the distinguished careers of esteened
residents of this noble Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
congratul ate Janes Ray upon the occasion of his retirenent nore than 37
years of distinguished service to the United States Air Force, to be
celebrated with a Party in his honor on Wednesday, June 29, 2022, at the
Air Force Research Laboratory in Rone, New York; and

VWHEREAS, Janes Ray is retiring after nore than 15 years of dedicated
Civilian Federal Service and nore than 22 years of honorable active duty
service as a nenber of the United States Air Force; and

VWHEREAS, Born in Bradford, Pennsylvania, Janes Ray graduated from
Bradford Area H gh School; he went on to attend the University of
Pi tt sbur gh- Bradf ord Canpus; and

VWHEREAS, James Ray began his illustrious mlitary career wth the
United States Air Force in Novenber of 1982; after conpleting basic
training, he attended technical training at Keesler Air Force Base in

M ssi ssippi, before his first official assignnment at Weeler Air Force
Base in Hawaii; and
WHEREAS, Wiile stationed in Hawaii, Janes Ray ret ur ned to

Pennsylvania to marry the Ilove of his life, Denai; the couple spend
t hree wonderful years together in Hawaii before he was transferred to
Pease Air Force Base, New Hanpshire, followed by Giffiss Air Force
Base; and

VWHEREAS, After the closing of Giffiss Air Force Base, Janes Ray
enjoyed numerous Tenporary Duty Assignnments in various |ocations across
the globe during his military career, but in 2005, he and Denai decided
toretire fromactive duty and call Ronme hone; and

WHEREAS, Janes Ray worked as a substitute teacher in several |oca
schools, including Uica, New Hartford, Holland Patent, Oiskany, and
Ronme; he covered classes fromKindergarten to AP Physics, a true test of
hi s academ c acunen; and

WHEREAS, After taking a position with the A r Force Research



Laboratory in Rone, Janes Ray was requested to fill the position of
Commander's Support Staff Superintendent, where he continued to excel,
ensuring all mlitary personnel needs were net; and

VWHEREAS, Janes Ray clinbed the ranks to becone a Protocol Oficer
in this capacity he was tasked with assenbling a team to assist wth
visits from the Scientific Advisory Board (SAB), a panel of subject
matter experts who are sent to review the I|aboratory's prograns to
ensure conpliance and rel evance; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, Janes Ray led the Information Directorate
t hrough nunerous hi gh |l evel distinguished visitors, including two from
the Secretary of the Air Force, two Under Secretary of the Air Force,
menbers of Congress, and several high-ranking international visitors;
and

WHEREAS, Wth a vast know edge of the | ocal area and the significant
contacts he has nmade throughout his tinme at the Information Directorate,
Janmes Ray has been instrunmental in recognizing the type of support base,
civic, county, industry and academ c organizations can provide, and
whi ch individuals can do what has proven vital nunmerous tinmes throughout
his career; and

WHEREAS, Additionally, he has an effective and supportive rapport
with local politicians, providing an open-door policy between the
Directorate and their offices; and

WHEREAS, As the Directorate's representative on the Rone Chanber of
Comrerce Board, Janes Ray keeps the conmmunity abreast of happenings
within the | aboratory and the Air Force while at the sane tinme keeping
the | aboratory | eadership on community events; and

WHEREAS, Striving to excel, Janes Ray pursued a Master's degree in
Organi zati onal Leadership which he conpleted part tinme in just under
three years; during this tinme, he was also the head diving coach at
Ham [ ton Col | ege where he ran a diving club for conpetitive divers from
the | ocal area; and

WHEREAS, Wth a steadfast and unwavering conmtnment to serving his
country, Janes Ray has inspired countless mlitary personnel, truly
earning the admration, esteemand affection of his coll eagues; and

WHEREAS, Wth him throughout have been his wife, Denai, and their
two children, Joshua and Erin, all of whomfeel privileged to be a part
of his life and rejoice in his many achi evenents; and

VWHEREAS, Havi ng exhibited his patriotism Janmes Ray has denonstrated
his |love for his country and nmerits forevernore, the highest respect of
his State and Nation; and

VWHEREAS, CQur Nation's veterans deserve to be recognized, conmended
and thanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their communities, their State and their Nation
now, therefore, be it



RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate Janes Ray upon the occasion of his retirement after nore
than 37 years of distinguished service to the United States Air Force,
and to wi sh himcontinued success in all his future endeavors; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Janes Ray.



