Senate Resolution No. 2811
BY: Senat or KAM NSKY

CONGRATULATI NG Duni a Si bomana upon the occasi on of
capturing the 102-pound Division | westling title
at the NYSPHSAA West!ling Chanpi onships on February
26, 2022

WHEREAS, Individual and team chanpi onships are highly sought after
in high school sports; this Legislative Body comends rare athletic
achi evenents and pays special recognition to those who pursue such
excel l ence and becone exanples for the youth of this great Enpire State;
and

WHEREAS, Athletic conpetition helps to enhance both the noral and
physi cal devel opnment of young athletes, preparing themfor the future by
instilling in themthe inportance of teammrk, encouragi ng a standard of
heal thy living, and devel oping a sense of fair play and conpetition; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to congratul ate Duni a
Si bomana upon the occasion of capturing the 102-pound Division |
westling title at the NYSPHSAA Westling Chanpionships on Saturday,
February 26, 2022, at the MVP Arena in Al bany, New York; and

WHEREAS, 1In front of a capacity cromd and a fan base of famly,
friends and teammates, nunber three seed Dunia Sibomana earned a fall in
1: 32 over his nunber one seed opponent from Chenango Forks Hi gh School,
gi ving Long Beach High School its 17th state title; and

WHEREAS, |In addition to this nonunental feat, Dunia Sibomana won his
first three matches in the tournanent by a conbi ned score of 35-7; and

VWHEREAS, An eighth-grade westler for the Long Beach Marines, Dunia
Si bomana ended his season with an inpressive overall record; and

VWHEREAS, Duni a Si bormana's life has not al ways been so happy; when he
was a

six-year-old, he and two of his famly mnenbers were playing near
Virunga National Park, a vast aninmal reserve, in the Congo in Centra
Africa, when a pack of wild chinpanzees attacked the children; and

WHEREAS, Fortunately, a park ranger found him and sought nedical
care; Dunia Sibomana lost the mddle finger of his left hand and
suffered life-altering facial injuries which nade it very difficult for
himto swallow or talk; and

WHEREAS, Dunia Sibonman underwent a couple of prelimnary surgeries
I n the Congo, however, the injuries were too intricate for the African
hospital s; and

WHEREAS, Through the non-profit organization Sm|e Rescue Fund for
Ki ds, Dunia Sibomana was brought to the United States in Novenber of



2015 for nore advanced reparative procedures under the care of Dr.
Al exander Dagum at Stony Brook University Hospital; since then, he has

undergone 14 surgeries to restore his appearance and facial function,
all free of charge; and

VWHEREAS, Dunia Sibomana was adopted by Long Beach Assistant
Westling Coach M guel Rodriguez and his wife, Marissa, and began his
westling career with the dadiators youth westling programwhere he
qui ckly becane a star; in 2019, he becane a permanent United States
resi dent; and

WHEREAS, Due to the tireless efforts of his famly, surgeons and
Smle Rescue Fund for Kids, Dunia Sibomana's life has truly been
transforned; today, he is an honor student and enjoys playing soccer and
running track, as well as w nning westling nmatches; and

WHEREAS, In a sport such as westling, which denmands athletic
prowess, speed and agility, Coach Ray Adans worked hard to hone the
skills of this chanpion, teaching this outstanding athlete | essons which
wi |l prove invaluable both on and off the mat; and

VWHEREAS, Duni a Si bomana has clearly utilized dedi cati on,
determ nation and teammork in providing a lasting contribution to the
spirit of excellence which is a tradition of his school; now, therefore,
be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate Dunia Si bomana upon the occasion of capturing the 102-pound
Division | westling title at the NYSPHSAA Westling Chanpi onshi ps; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Dunia Sibomana and Coach Ray Adans.



