Senate Resolution No. 2810
BY: Senator JORDAN

MOURNI NG the death of Jane A. Wait, distinguished
citizen and devoted nmenber of her conmunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose I|ifewrk and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their communities and this
great Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, Jane Caroline Adans Wait of Saratoga Springs, New York,
di ed on Wednesday, May 18, 2022, at the age of 100; and

VWHEREAS, Born in Elmra, New York, on March 30, 1922, Jane A. Wit
was the daughter of Charles Francis Adans, Jr. and Mary Evangeline
Parnel | ; her nother infused her children with an appreciation for nusic,
rai sing acconplished perfornmers on violin, piano, <cello (Jane) and
vocal s; and

WHEREAS, Jane A. Wait continued to play the cello as an undergrad as
she worked her way through Cornell University, where she net and married
Newnman Edward VWAit Jr. on February 26, 1943; while at Cornell, she was a
menber of the Board of Managers of Wllard Straight Hall and was el ected
to Mortar Board, a national honor society; and

WHEREAS, She delighted in telling stories of being a "canp fol |l ower™
when her new husband enlisted in the United States Arny during World War
1, staunchly nmoving with himfrom her known world of upstate New York
to spartan arny housing in Mssissippi and North Carolina as he prepared
for war in Europe; and

VWHEREAS, Jane A. Wait distinguished herself in her profession and by
her sincere dedication and substantial contribution to the welfare of
her comunity; and

WHEREAS, Jane A. Wait was an inspired teacher, beginning her career
during the war and working continuously wuntil her retirenent; she
initially taught science at Skidnore College and then at the Saratoga
Springs Hi gh School; and

WHEREAS, She taught very vyoung mnds at Lake Avenue El enentary
School and nore nmature ones at the BOCES education center in Saratoga
Springs; arnmed with a Master of Science degree in Geol ogy from Union
Coll ege, she could neke even inanimate rocks interesting to her
students; she so inpacted the |lives of her students that years after her
retirement, they would stop her on the street, in the grocery store, or
at community events to thank her; and

WHEREAS, In addition to her professional career and famly
comm tnents, Jane A. WAit was a force in the Saratoga Springs comunity,
working diligently alongside her husband "Pete" to | aunch the Saratoga
Performng Arts Center (SPAC); and



VWHEREAS, She was a founder of the Action Council to support SPAC s
cul tural programm ng through fundrai sing and events; she served for many

years as a Menber and Director of the Corporation of Yaddo; as an
exanpl e of her full commtnent to the causes she served, she created the
Yaddo Garden Association in 1991, a group of volunteers dedicated to the
preservation and restoration of the gardens at Yaddo, which had suffered
fromyears of neglect; and

WHEREAS, To further this purpose, Jane A. Wit becane a Mster
Gar dener through the Cornell Cooperative Extension program and her
inspiration, diligence and personal |abor hel ped transform a decayi ng
turn-of -the-century garden into one of the star attractions in a city of
many tourist destinations, bringing nore than 60,000 visitors to the
gardens each sumrer; and

WHEREAS, Jane A. Wit spent uncounted hours offering time, noney,
experience and w sdom to many ot her comunity or gani zati ons,
volunteering in the records departnent at Saratoga Hospital during World
Wwar 11, being a den nother for the Cub Scouts, creating Christmnas
stockings for the Children's Commttee, and hosting foreign exchange
students; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, Jane AL Wait served on the boards of directors
for the Charlton School in Burnt Hlls, the Baroque Festival, and the
New York State Theater Institute; for many years, she also served as a
Director on the board of The Adirondack Trust Conpany; and

WHEREAS, Jane A Wiit's interests were w de-ranging, from science,
to art and culture, to crafts; she was also a skilled seanstress; in the
early days of her marriage, she nmade nost of her own clothes, and
knitted sweaters and socks for her famly well into her 90s; she could
create a knitting pattern just by looking at a photograph from a
magazi ne; and

WHEREAS, She was an avid reader of a wide variety of books on
hi story, science, the econony, the arts, society, and business; her
passion for reading never flagged, and she switched to audi obooks when
her failing eyesight nade reading | aborious; and

VWHEREAS, Jane A. Wit Jloved all classical nmusi c, and was
particularly keen on chanber nusic and opera; her know edge of both
these nusical forns was both deep and broad; she especially enjoyed a
private concert in March by violinist Elizabeth Pitcairn in honor of her
100th birthday; Ms. Pitcairn performed Weniawski's Violin Concerto No.
2inD mnor, a piece Jane's brother Floyd had played upon his
graduation from the Eastman School of Misic; she had been unable to
attend the concert, but always renmenbered the piece; and

VWHEREAS, An experienced traveler, Jane A. Wait enjoyed many trips to
Europe and Asia as well as across the United States; home base was
always the famly canp on Dunhamis Bay on Lake CGeorge, where she
expertly and cheerfully hosted |arge gatherings and week-long famly
reuni ons, but she especially enjoyed the quiet of her beloved | ake on a



sunmmer evening after a late afternoon swim watching the sky for
shooting stars with her children and grandchildren; and

VWHEREAS, Predeceased by her husband; her brothers, Don Adans, Fl oyd
Adanms and Howard Adans; and her son Newman Edward Wait, 111, Jane A
Wait is survived by her sister, Marian Adans Cunni ngham daughters,
Marian Wait Wal sh (Joseph), and Caroline Wait Putman (David); and her

son, Charles V. Wit (Candace); as well as seven grandchildren and four
great - grandchi | dren; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed wth a humanistic spirit and i nbued with a sense of

conpassi on, Jane A. Wait | eaves behind a |l egacy which will [long endure
the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nmenory to all she
served and befriended; she will be deeply mssed and truly nerits the

grateful tribute of this Legislative Body; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nourn the death of Jane AL Wait, and to express its deepest condol ences
to her famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the famly of Jane A Wit.



