Senate Resolution No. 2686
BY: Senat or HARCKHAM

MOURNI NG the death of Richard T. Hazzard, |oving
husband, father and gr andf at her, di st i ngui shed
citizen and devoted nmenber of his conmunity

WHEREAS, There are certain outstanding nenbers of our community who,
through their selfless commtnent and dedi cation, have served to better
the quality of life in our cormunity and have had a neasurable positive
inmpact on the lives of its residents; R chard T. Hazzard was one such
i ndi vi dual ; and

WHEREAS, It is with profound sorrow and deep regret that this
Legislative Body records the passing of Richard T. Hazzard, noting the
significance of his purposeful life and acconplishnents; and

WHEREAS, Richard T. Hazzard of Patterson, New York, died on March
18, 2022 in Savannah, Ceorgia, at the age of 78; and

WHEREAS, Born on Septenber 27, 1943 in Munt Kisco, New York,
Richard T. Hazzard was the son of the |late Herbert "Hap" and Marjorie
(W1 ki nson) Hazzard; and

WHEREAS, G owing up in Brewster, New York, Richard T. Hazzard
graduated from Brewster Hi gh School in 1961; he went on to attend
Si mmons  School of Mrtuary Science in Syracuse, New York, before
becom ng a Licensed Funeral Director; and

VWHEREAS, Richard T. Hazzard spent the majority of his career working
at the Beecher Funeral Hone in Brewster, a business he purchased in
1977, along with the Dwer Funeral Hone in Patterson; and

VWHEREAS, On May 1, 1965, Richard T. Hazzard and the forner Donna Mae
McLagan were wunited in marriage at the United Methodist Church in
Brewster; from hunble beginnings, the couple raised four boys and
commtted thenselves to their famly, conmunity, and funeral service;
and

WHEREAS, Richard T. Hazzard, a sincere, caring and conpassionate
man, always put the needs of others ahead of hinself; he never net a
stranger and al ways greeted people with a snmle and a handshake; and

WHEREAS, Wth a steadfast and unwavering conmm tment to hi s
comunity, Richard T. Hazzard was an active nenber of countless | ocal
organi zations, including the NYS Funeral Directors Association, Brewster
Lion's Cub, Brewster Volunteer Fire Departnent, Putnam Hospital Center,
Put nam County Cooperative Ext ensi on, Pat t er son Vol unt eer Fire
Departnent, BPO Elks Lodge No. 2101, Patterson Lion's dub, the
Brewster, Patterson, North Sal em Chanber of Conmerce and the Patterson
Li brary Association; and

VHEREAS, A nman of indomtable faith and dedication, Ri chard T.



Hazzard wvas a lifelong nenber of the United Methodist Church in
Brewster, and a nenber and commttee participant of the Hol nes United
Met hodi st Church; he was also a past President and current Board nenber

of the Maple Avenue Cenetery, as well as Board nenber of the MII|town
Cenetery; and

VWHEREAS, In his free tinme away fromthe business, Richard T. Hazzard
enjoyed taking his famly on extended canping trips across the country
and to the Chesapeake Bay; with a passion for sailing, he loved to be
near the water at their Rhode Island home; he also |loved to tinker and
pl ay handyman to keep busy, but rarely m ssed an episode of Jeopardy;
and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, his favorite toy and pastine was driving his
1959 MG on a beautiful sumrer day or taking the old Brewster Fire
Chief's 1938 Chevy for a ride around Brewster; he |iked to cook when he
could, but his preference was eating out at restaurants with Donna and
their closest friends; and

WHEREAS, After retirenment, he and Donna travel ed the world, making
up for lost vacations fromthe 70s, 80s, and 90s; he loved a good
t hunderstorm and if there was a rocking chair nearby, you could al ways
find himrelaxed and peaceful ; and

WHEREAS, Richard and Donna al so becanme very close to the Waycross,
Georgia comunity, where they lived during the winter nonths; over the
years, their friendships grew, and they truly felt they were a part of
this sinple, peaceful place in the South; and

WHEREAS, In addition to the beautiful Southern weather, the couple
| oved to attend services at the Trinity United Methodi st Church, and for
the | ast several years the Kettle Creek Church; and

WHEREAS, Richard T. Hazzard is survived by his loving and devoted
wfe of 56 years, Donna; his four sons, R chard Jr. (Carol), Tinothy
(Kel ly), Matthew (Jennifer) and Geof frey (Heat her) ; bel oved
grandchil dren, Geer, Sloane, Al exa, Mkayla, Justin, Kiera, DIllan and
Joshua; his brother, David (Louise); sisters-in-law Carol "Kiki" MLagan
and Meriliss White; nephews, Ed (Lorrie) and Norman; niece, Jackie
(Ron); and the countless friends and busi ness associ ates he consi dered
famly; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed with a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassion, Richard T. Hazzard |eaves behind a | egacy which will |ong
endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nenory to al
who were privileged to have known and | oved such an amazing man; he wll
be deeply mssed and truly nerits the grateful tribute of this
Legi sl ati ve Body; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of Richard T. Hazzard, and to express its deepest
condol ences to his famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be



transmtted to the famly of R chard T. Hazzard.



