Senate Resolution No. 2629
BY: Senat or BORRELLO

COVMEMORATI NG the 100th Anniversary of Dunkirk
Camp and Conference Center

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that the quality
of life of the citizens of the State of New York is greatly enriched by
the availability of exceptional recreational facilities; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 100t h Anniversary of Dunkirk Canp and Conference Center;
and

WHEREAS, Established in 1922, the Dunkirk Canp and Conference Center
(DCC) is 110 acres of woodl and, streans, playing fields, open grounds,
and nature trails overlooking Lake Erie; and

WHEREAS, Associated wth the United Church of Christ, DCC has been
hone to thousands of visitors over the past century, welcom ng everyone
and encouraging diversity; fromits guests drive through the pillars,
the Dunkirk Spirit can be felt and remains long after the visit; and

VWHEREAS, Whet her attending one of its sleepover sumer canps, day
canps, retreats, or a wedding, DCC provides its guests wth an
unf orgettabl e experience; and

VWHEREAS, Dunkirk Canp and Conference Center began over 100 years ago
when Reverend Dr. Theodore Mayer, pastor of Friedens Church in North
Tonawanda, New York, dreamt of creating an outdoor mnistry along the
shores of Lake Erie that would serve as a training facility for the
Evangel i ¢ Sunday School Teachers; and

VWHEREAS, In Cctober of 1921, Reverend Dr. Mayer, along with his
search commttee, settled on a grape vineyard three mles west of the
City of Dunkirk, New York; work then began on the negl ected farm and
vineyard in March of the follow ng year, and the Evangelical Leadership
School was born; and

WHEREAS, During its hunble beginnings, people slept in tents and
cooked over open fires; evening services, known as Vespers Services,
were held on a very picturesque point overl ooking Lake Erie, coined at
the tine, Mayer's Point; and

VWHEREAS, Construction of buil dings began in 1923, starting with the
adm ni stration building, a cabin, and a dining hall; by 1925, there were
over 10 cabins, an education building, a neeting hall, bath house, snack
shack and Modther's Menorial, an auditoriumbuilt through the donations
of nothers who had lost their sons in Wrld War |; and

VWHEREAS, By the 1930s, the Conference Center was used by many groups
wi thin the Refornmed and Evangelical Churches which |led to a nane change;



t he canp was now known as the Dunkirk Conference G ounds; and

WHEREAS, The first Fam |y Canp was formed in 1933, and canpers were
charged just 10 dollars per person for the week; the fell owship of
friends and famly in such a beautiful |ocation kept people com ng back
sumer after sumrer; and

VWHEREAS, The breakout of a second World War had a profound inpact on
the canp, with many of the nen going off to war and wonen filling in in
t he wor kf orce wor ki ng manufacturing and wartine production; and

VWHEREAS, The 1950s saw a resurgence of the canp; the nerger of the
Evangelical and Refornmed Churches brought people fromall over the
country to the Dunkirk Conference Center; and

WHEREAS, Over the next 70 years, the canp grew to al nbst 30 cabins,
which were filled every week for nearly 15 strai ght weeks each summer;
during this tine, nore canps were being developed, from local high
school band canps and swinmmng canps to train |ifeguards, to nost
recently, a day canp for young children in the surrounding comrunities;
and

VWHEREAS, Wth a steadfast and unwavering commitnment to its
comunity, Dunkirk Canp and Conference Center has hosted countless
events, including Misic on the Shores, Hall oween Happeni ngs, the Wl k

for DCC and the DCC Fl ea Market and Craft Show and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, in 2019, the canp was one of the |ocations
utilized in a blockbuster novie sequel and in 2020, this bel oved
establ i shment closed for the very first tinme during the Covid-19
pandem c; and

VWHEREAS, Rermaining true to its m ssion, Dunkirk Canp and Conference
Center inspires and enriches people of all ages through fellowship,
| earning, and fun in a welcom ng Christian environment; and

WHEREAS, Today, generations of famlies, friends, and staff of DCC
are gathering to celebrate its 100th Anniversary, and to set forth plans
for the next 100 years of sunsets, the |aughter of children, fellowship
and faith; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
comenorate the 100t h Anniversary of Dunkirk Canp and Conference Center;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to Dunkirk Canp and Conference Center.



