Senate Resolution No. 2614
BY: Senator MYRI E

COMVEMORATI NG the 155th Anniversary of Prospect
Park in Brooklyn, New York

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body that the
continuing welfare of the citizens of the State of New York is greatly
enriched and reliably served by the purposeful endeavors of those
organi zations comritted to the preservation of the natural world, the
enrichment of know edge of |ocal and global wildlife, and the pronotion
of environnental citizenship; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenor ate the 155th Anniversary of Prospect Park; and

WHEREAS, Established in 1867, Prospect Park is a 585-acre public
park | ocated in the New York Gty borough of Brooklyn; it was designed
by the influential |andscape architecture team of Frederick Law O nst ead
and Cal vert Vaux; and

WHEREAS, This architecture team was essential 1in transformng
585-acres of remmant forest and rocky farmand into a |andscape whose
beauty, though nmanufactured, would nurture the m nd, body and even the
fabric of society; and

WHEREAS, Wthin Prospect Park, there are seven playgrounds, sone
with water features, a 3.35 mle |oop for bicycling, a carousel open
fromApril to Cctober, a 90-acre Long Meadow, the Wodland Ravine,
meandering paths wth scenic outlooks and a watercourse which features
waterfalls and springs as well as a 60-acre | ake; and

VWHEREAS, Follow ng the G eat Depression, Robert Mses, the New York
City Parks Comm ssioner, |everaged funds avail able through President
Franklin D. Roosevelt's Public Wrks Adm nistration to | aunch a nunber
of devel opnent projects, including Prospect Park; his vision was to view
parks as settings for active recreation; and

VWHEREAS, The projects conpleted under Robert Mses' guidance
i ncl uded the Prospect Park Zoo, new playgrounds around Prospect Park's
peri neter, the extensive renovation of the Park drives and the
construction of the Bandshell as well the Kate Wl | nman Menorial Skating
Rink, which is currently the site of the LeFrak Center at Lakeside; and

WHEREAS, During the 1970s, New York fell under a significant fiscal
crisis, and Prospect Park's |andscapes and structures collapsed into
serious disrepair; less than two mnmllion people visited a year, the
| owest in the Park's history; and

VWHEREAS, After the bronze scul pture of Colunbia at G and Arny Plaza
fell over, synbolizing the general neglect of Prospect Park and its
I mredi ate surroundings, a group of <concerned local <citizens began



| obbyi ng for responsible stewardship of the Park; and

WHEREAS, Due to the concerned citizen's persistence, the Borough
President took their concerns to Mayor, Edward Koch, who, with the help
of Parks Conmmi ssioner, Gordon Davis, developed a plan to restore the
Park; in 1980, Tupper Thomas was appointed the first Prospect Park
Adm ni strator to oversee the restoration efforts; and

WHEREAS, During this tinme, a group of private citizens working with
Par ks Comm ssioner, Henry Stern, founded a non-profit organization to
work with the Gty in |eading Prospect Park's transformation; w th Parks
Adm ni strator, Tupper Thomas, as President, the Aliance offered a new
way for the public and private sectors to join as partners in a conmnon
cause; and

WHEREAS, Starting wth the special canpaign to restore the Park's
1912 Carousel, the resulting refurbishment becanme a synbol of Prospect
Park's rebirth; through volunteer initiatives and conmunity prograns,
Tupper Thonas was able to cultivate trenendous support fromthe public;
and

VWHEREAS, In the 1990s, the Alliance enbarked on an anbitious
woodl ands restoration; nore than 3,500 cubic yards of topsoil was used
to stabilize slopes and 160,000 plants, sourced fromwithin 60 mles of
Prospect Park, were introduced and approxi nately 35,000 aquatic plants
were added to provide food and nesting habitats; and

WHEREAS, In 2009, the Alliance announced a radical redesign which
would integrate the rustic aesthetic of Odnstead and Vaux, t he
recreational demands of the public, and the energy efficiency
requi renments of a nodern public space; and

WHEREAS, Wth the collaboration of the prestigious architectural
firm Tod WIlians and Billie Tsien and the Alliance's Chief Landscape
Architect Christian Zinmerman, the $74 million project restored Prospect
Park, which is considered once again, one of the nation's prem er public
parks, and a treasured Brooklyn green space, with nore than 10 mllion
visitors each year; and

WHEREAS, Today, Prospect Park is home to 50 species of butterflies,
nore than 30,000 trees, at |east 18 species of fish, and nore than 200
species of birds; it has brought beauty and pleasure to the residents of
the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Thr oughout the seasons, Prospect Park is a destination nuch
appreciated by the residents of the State of New York and visitors who
seek the historical, cultural, and recreational resources of the areas;
it is a source of pride and conmmunity heritage to all the people of
Br ookl yn; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 155th Anniversary of Prospect Park in Brooklyn, New
York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be



transmtted to the Prospect Park Alliance.



