Senat e Resol ution No. 2609
BY: Senator MYRI E

COVMENDI NG the West Indian Anerican Day Carnival
Associ ati on upon the occasion of hosting its Annual
West Indian Labor Day Carnival and Parade on
Sept enber 5, 2022

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body, in Kkeeping wth
its tinme-honored traditions, to recognize and pay tribute to those
organi zati ons which foster ethnic pride and enhance the profile of
cultural diversity which strengthens the fabric of the conmunities of
New York State; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to conmend the West
Indian Anerican Day Carnival Association upon the occasion of hosting
its Annual West Indian Labor Day Carnival and Parade; and

VWHEREAS, This year nmarks the 55th Anniversary of the Wst Indian
Anerican Day Carnival and Parade; the centerpiece of the Carnival is the
extraordi nary colorful Parade consisting of wmany vibrant floats,
exqui site costunes, a cacophony of nusic, Caribbean entertai nnment stars,
and various food vendors selling West Indian delicacies; and

VWHEREAS, Renmining true to its mssion, the West I|ndian Anerican Day
Carni val Associ ation (WADCA) pronotes, develops, and celebrates the
West I ndian/ Cari bbean culture, arts history, and tradition; and

WHEREAS, The History of Carnival is as colorful as the present-day
festival; its roots lie in the festivities of the original civilization
in Ancient Kenet (Egypt); the many tribes that gathered around the Nile
Delta practiced simlar cerenpnies to praise their deities; these tribes
wer e nomads and settled near and far; nmany Yoruba, |Ibo and Hausa tribes
settled in the western region of Africa, and sone of themended up in
the Cari bbean in the 1700s and 1800s because of slavery; and

VWHEREAS, During this early period, the French, Spanish and British
aristocracy held grand and lavish costune balls, feasts, and smal
street parades; after the abolishment of slavery, the the character of
Car ni val changed, beconi ng nor e colorful and spectacular wth
magni fi cent and el aborately desi gned costunes; and

WHEREAS, The people of the Cari bbean have exported their carnival
traditions to Canada, England, and several United States cities;
however, the New York version of this celebration far exceeds any
simlar celebration in the United States; and

WHEREAS, The "Labor Day Carnival Parade" has grown over the years
from t housands of participants and tourists to over 3.5 mllion people
in attendance since the md-1990s; the influx of tourists fromall over
the world has benefited New York on an econom c | evel, nobst recognizably
with large corporations, snall businesses, and the tourist/service
i ndustry; and



WHEREAS, It is the intent of this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend cul tural events which synbolize the historical, social, and

cultural developnent of this great State and enbody the spirit of the
principles upon which this Nation was founded; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend the West Indian Anerican Day Carnival Association upon the
occasion of hosting its Annual West Indian Labor Day Carnival and Parade
on Septenber 5, 2022; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the West Indian Anerican Day Carnival Associ ation.



