Senat e Resol ution No. 2559
BY: Senator GALLI VAN

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
May 2022, as Better Hearing and Speech Month in the
State of New York

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
official nonths that are set aside to increase awareness of health
i ssues that affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim My 2022, as Better
Heari ng and Speech Month in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Each May, Better Hearing and Speech Month (BHSM provi des
an opportunity to rai se awareness about communi cation disorders and the
rol e of Anerican Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) nenbers in
providing life-altering treatnent; and

WHEREAS, The thene for 2022 is "Connecting People”; the visionis to
make effective comunication a human right, accessible and achi evabl e
for all; and

VWHEREAS, The American Acadeny of Audi ol ogy Foundation wants every
citizen to celebrate the sounds of life; this vital foundation is also
dedi cated to advancing the profession of audiology and speech-Ianguage
pat hol ogi sts through increased public awareness; and

VWHEREAS, ASHA is the national professional, scientific, and
credentialing association for 223,000 nenbers and affiliates who are
audi ol ogi sts; speech- | anguage pat hol ogi sts; speech, |[|anguage, and
hearing scientists; audiology and speech-language pathology support
personnel and students; and

VWHEREAS, Audi ol ogi sts specialize in preventing and assessing hearing
and balance disorders as well as providing audiologic treatnent,
i ncludi ng hearing aids; speech-language pathologists (SLPs) identify,
assess, and treat speech, |anguage, and swal |l owi ng di sorders; and

WHEREAS, To acconplish this m ssion, we nust enpower and support
audi ol ogi sts, speech-| anguage pathol ogists, and speech, |anguage and
heari ng scientists t hrough advancing science, setting standards,
fostering excellence in professional practice, and advocating for
menbers and those they serve; and

VWHEREAS, Audiol ogists and speech-language pathologists are the
primary health care professionals who evaluate, diagnose, treat, and
manage hearing |oss, balance disorders and speech in adults and
chil dren; and

WHEREAS, Audiol ogists treat all ages and types of hearing |oss, the



el derly, adults, teens, children, and infants; these specialists
eval uate and di agnose hearing | oss and vesti bular (bal ance) disorders;
prescribe, fit, and dispense hearing aids and other anplification and

heari ng assi stance technol ogies; they are nenbers of cochlear inplant
teans; perform ear- or hearing-related surgical nonitoring; design and
| npl ement hearing conservation prograns; design and inplenment newborn
heari ng screening prograns; provide hearing rehabilitation training such
as auditory training and listening skills inprovenent; assess and treat
I ndi vidual s, especially children, wth central auditory processing
di sorders; and assess and treat individuals with tinnitus (noise in the
ear, such as ringing); and

VWHEREAS, Al nost all types of hearing loss are treatable by an
audi ol ogi st and speech-|anguage pat hol ogi st; nost hearing loss that is
caused by nerve damage can be treated wth hearing aids, assistive
| i steni ng devices, and hearing rehabilitation; and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater public awareness of
this issue and nore nust be done to inprove hearing health for all New
Yor ker s and those affected by such hearing health issues; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim My 2022, as Better
Heari ng and Speech Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kat hy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



