Senat e Resol ution No. 2460
BY: Senat or PARKER

COVMEMORATI NG t he 20t h Anni versary of the Egbe |Iwa
Rites of Passage Program

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recogni ze the
form dabl e and i nmportant work of caring for youth and creating nurturing
comunities within which adol escents can grow into wel |l -rounded adults;
and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
cormenorate the 20th Anniversary of the Egbe Iwa Rites of Passage
Program to be cel ebrated during the special 10th Commencenent Cerenony
Gal a on Sunday, June 5, 2022; and

WHEREAS, Egbe Iwa Odo' Kunrin was founded in 2002 by lya Ama
A oriwaa!, who sought to forma place where her three children would be
able to benefit fromthe fruits of their culture and keep in touch with
I nportant traditions; and

WHEREAS, Based on the tenets of nmany traditional African principles,
Egbe Iwa creates a safe space for young people to grow into adulthood
while having the support of their peers and surrounding comunity to
ensure they fulfill their greatest potential; and

VWHEREAS, Especially during the | ockdowmn of COVID-19 when isolation
can dangerously inpact the devel opnental growth of young people, Egbe
Iwa forms a community within which they can enjoy the conpany of their
peers; and

VWHEREAS, Through the wuse of workshops and relationship building
bet ween A uko (nmentors) and Akeko (nentees), youths receive guidance and
advise in navigating the turbulent tinme of adol escence; and

VWHEREAS, The annual rites of passage cerenony acts as t he
culmnation of all these wonderful experiences, and it is evident in the
nunber of alumi who return to the program either as volunteers or
d uko; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to acknow edge
their nost admrable efforts in uplifting youth; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 20th Anniversary of their Rites of Passage Program and
be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Egbe Iwa O gani zati on.



