Senate Resolution No. 2374
BY: Senator JORDAN

COMVENDI NG Kenneth H. W1 ber posthunously upon
the occasion of his designation as recipient of a
Li berty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
i n peacetinme, deserve a special salute fromthis Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to conmend Kenneth H.
W | ber post hunously upon the occasion of his designation as recipient of
a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an individual by the
New York State Senate; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited speci al
commendati on for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behalf of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, Kenneth Harry WIber was born on February 5, 1946, to
Charles L. WIlber and Bernice V. (Akin) WIber in Hudson, New York; he
attended Chatham Central School, C ass of 1963, before graduating from
Al bany Busi ness Col | ege in 1965; and

VWHEREAS, On Cctober 20, 1965, Kenneth H. W/l ber entered the United
States Navy in Al bany, New York; after conpleting basic training, he
attended additional training at Ellison Field, Pensacola, Florida; he
was then assigned to the USS Navasota (A0 106) in Long Beach,
California; and

VWHEREAS, Hi s deploynent in the Western Pacific with the USS Navasota
fromJanuary 5, 1968 to August 1, 1968, and then again from February 24,
1969 to Septenber 13, 1969, took himto the South China Sea and the Sea
of Japan; and

WHEREAS, On January 23, 1968, the USS Navasota was ordered to assi st
the USS Pueblo, a Navy Intelligence vessel that had been intercepted by
the North Koreans while engaged in a routine surveill ance in
international waters; it would take 11 nonths of captivity, amd
brutality and threats of execution, before the crew of the USS Pueblo
were rel eased; and

WHEREAS, Attaining the rank of YN3, he was honorably di scharged on
Cct ober 19, 1971; for his courageous service, YN3 Kenneth H  WI ber
recei ved many awards, including: Vietnam Service Medal, National Defense
Servi ce Medal, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal (Korea), and the Vietnam
Canpai gn Medal ; and

WHEREAS, Upon the conpletion of his service, Kenneth H W1 ber



returned hone and net and narried the forner Jeannette Lauster, and
together they had two children, Tracy and Kyle; and

WHEREAS, For 30 years, Kenneth H WI ber was enployed at Col unbi a
Corporation in Chatham New York; and

VWHEREAS, A respected community | eader, Kenneth H W/ ber was el ected
as the Ghent Town Councilman, serving from 1980 until 1981; Ghent
Supervisor from 1980 until 1992; and Col unbia County Treasurer from 1996
until 2011; and

WHEREAS, Active in his comunity, Kenneth H WIber was a nenber of
the Ghent VFW No. 5933 (conmander, post quartermaster), Ghent Marching
and Concert Band, Chat ham Anerican Legion Post 42, 3rd District New York
Vet erans of Foreign Wars (past commander), R p Van Wnkle Counties
Council Veterans of Foreign Wars (past conmander), Col unbia County
Honor - A-Vet (chairman), Congressional Mlitary Acadeny Sel ection
Committee for 18 years, CGhent Volunteer Fire Conpany (president, board
of directors, chaplain), Colunbia County Vol unt eer Firefighters
Associ ation, Colunbia Geene Comunity College Board of Trustees, and
Chat ham Chri st Qur Emmanuel Lutheran Church (treasurer/council man); and

WHEREAS, Kenneth H. W/ ber died on Saturday, October 27, 2018, at
the age of 74, and is buried in the famly plot in Ghent Union Cenetery;
he is survived by his wife of 51 years, Jeannette; his two children,
Tracy Muller and Kyle Wl bur; and his four grandchildren, Troy, Regan,
Onen, and Riley; and

WHEREAS, Having exhibited his patriotismboth at hone and abroad,
Kenneth H W/ ber denonstrated his l|ove for his country and nerits
forevernore the highest respect of his State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, CQur Nation's veterans deserve to be recogni zed, comended
and t hanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their conmunities, their State and their Nation
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Kenneth H W] ber posthunously wupon the occasion of his
designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed
upon an individual by the New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Kenneth H W]I ber.



