Senate Resol ution No. 2349
BY: Senator MYRI E

COMVENDI NG GOsceala Fletcher upon the occasion of
his designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the
hi ghest honor bestowed upon an individual by the New
York State Senate

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
i n peacetinme, deserve a special salute fromthis Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to comrend Gsceal a
Fl et cher upon the occasion of his designation as recipient of a Liberty
Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an individual by the New York
State Senate; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited speci al
commendati on for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behalf of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

VWHEREAS, Gsceala "Gssie" Fletcher's blood ran red |ike the rest of
the Anmerican casualties on the beaches of Normandy nearly 80 years ago,
but the color of his skin led to the denial of what others who survived
the D-Day battle received, a Purple Heart; and

VWHEREAS, The World War Il hero from Crown Heights, Brooklyn, at age
99, finally received his Purple Heart at a special cerenony at Fort
Ham | ton Arny Base in Brooklyn on Friday, June 18, 2021, a day before
the first federally-recognized Juneteenth national holiday that ended
sl avery of African Americans after the Gvil War; and

VWHEREAS, GOsceala Fletcher attended the ceremony wth his wfe
Paul i ne, his daughter Jacqueline Streets, a dozen famly nenbers and one
great grandson; the wheel chair-bound Arny veteran, a crane operator in
the 254th Port Battalion, was wounded three tinmes, nost notably during a
German rocket attack; and

VWHEREAS, The former private first class collected his nedal from
u. S. Arny Chief of Staff General Janes McConville during the enotional
cerenony, a |long overdue recognition of the enornmous sacrifices this
brave man nmade for our nation and for free people everywhere; despite
his inability to walk on his own, the nearly 100-year-old veteran
i nsisted on standing during the cerenony's National Anthem and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, anong those in attendance was Hel en Patton,
granddaught er of General George Patton; Henry Roosevelt, grandson of
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt who al so produced a film about the
survivors of D-Day entitled "6th of June", and nenbers of the Comus C ub
of Brooklyn, a Black fraternal organization from Brookl yn; and



VWHEREAS, During his valiant mlitary service, GOsceala Fletcher
sailed to Europe from Portsnmouth, Virginia aboard a segregated ship
where Bl acks were forced to stay bel ow deck as they departed for the

war; however, bullets nade no racial distinction as 425,000 Anerican
soldiers were killed or wounded in 12 weeks of fighting the Nazi war
machi ne; and

WHEREAS, GOsceala Fletcher, who has spent his entire |ife giving to
others, also served as a sergeant in the NYPD during his post-war years
before retiring and becom ng a social studies teacher in New York City
public schools, as well as a community relations officer in the Brooklyn
District Attorney's office; and

WHEREAS, Residents of this great State nust never forget the courage
wi th which these nen and wonen served their country, and nust recognize
that no greater debt is owed than that owed to those who risked their
lives for their beloved Nation; and

WHEREAS, Havi ng exhibited his patriotismboth at hone and abroad,
Osceala Fletcher denonstrated his love for his country and nmerits
forevernore the highest respect of his State and Nation; and

VWHEREAS, CQur Nation's veterans deserve to be recognized, conmended
and thanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their comunities, their State and their Nation
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Osceala Fletcher upon the occasion of his designation as
recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
I ndi vidual by the New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Osceal a Fl etcher



