Senate Resolution No. 2240
BY: Senat or LANZA

COMVEMORATI NG the 50th Anniversary of the Staten
I sl and Canpus of St. John's University

VWHEREAS, New York State's conmtnent to education is unparalleled,
its history and stature are secured by the superlative caliber of its
educati onal professionals and the students they inspire; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
cormend those institutions of true purpose and high achi evenent whose
exenpl ary prograns and acconplishnments clearly denonstrate an enduring
pursuit of excellence in higher education for the young adults of this
nobl e Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and fully in accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, it is the intent of this Legislative Body to
commenorate the 50th Anniversary of the Staten Island Canpus of St.
John's University; and

WHEREAS, Since 1971, the Staten Island canpus has been the bridge to
success for thousands of St. John's students; to commenorate its 50th
Anni versary, on April 28, 2022, this wvital institution wll be
recognized the "Bridge to the Future,” highlighting the spirit of
I nnovation and the Vincentian m ssion which first brought St. John's to
Staten Island; and

WHEREAS, The site of +the Staten Island canpus was originally
purchased in the early 20th century by inm grant John Gans; he chose the
Gynes Hill location for his famly estate because it overlooked New
Yor k Harbor, where he operated a steanship conpany; and

WHEREAS, The main house of the estate, a 30-room Ceorgi an nmansi on,
was conpleted in 1915 and becane hone to his son, Herbert Gans, and his
famly; and

VWHEREAS, In the wearly 1930s, Herbert Gans and his w fe befriended
Mot her Saint Egbert, later known as Sister Helen Flynn, a Sister of the
Congregation of Notre Dane; she had just been naned the Director of the
new y established Staten |Island extension of Fordham University which
was housed at Notre Dane Acadeny, a private school down the road from
the Gans estate; and

VWHEREAS, When the snmall college of 13 students received its own
charter in 1933, the Gans famly sold the fam|ly nmansion to the new
Notre Danme Col |l ege, a Catholic wundergraduate college for wonen; the
hone, renamed Flynn Hall after the college foundress, opened in 1934 and
graduated its first class in 1935; and

VWHEREAS, In 1937, Lavelle Hall, an acadeni c buil ding, was added and
named in honor of Mnsignor Lavelle, the Vicar GCeneral of t he
Archdi ocese of New York; a science building followed in 1945, naned



Mahoney Hall after its principal benefactor; and

WHEREAS, | n 1955, the college doubled its property with the purchase
of the Herbert Gans estate, which included several properties; the
| argest was the <college Ilibrary, Spellman Hall, nanmed after Francis
Cardi nal Spel |l man, then-archbi shop of the Archdi ocese of New York, who
contributed toward its reconstruction; and

WHEREAS, The final purchase, an English Tudor hone at the far end of
the canpus, was nade in 1965; the Drury famly, who had purchased the
house from Hans Gans in 1945, sold the house and surroundi ng property to
Notre Dame College; it was renaned Rosati Hall in honor of Bishop Joseph
Rosati, C.M; and

WHEREAS, Notre Dane College served the comunity as a premer
wonen's college for nore than 30 years; during the |ate 1960s, when it
becane difficult for small colleges to survive, Terence Cardinal Cooke,
then Archbishop of the Archdiocese of New York, asked the Vincentian
fathers of St. John's University to integrate Notre Danme College, to
ensure that Catholic higher education renmai ned a vibrant presence in the
Staten Island conmunity and its environs; and

WHEREAS, On January 27, 1971, the New York State Board of Regents
approved the consolidation, and the Staten Island canpus of St. John's
University becanme a reality; classes began in the Fall of 1971,
conmbining the original Notre Dame College with the Brooklyn canmpus of
St. John's, offering undergraduate degrees in |iberal arts, business,
and education; and

VWHEREAS, The Staten |sland canpus then saw considerable growth; a
new buil ding housing the Loretto Menorial Library opened in 1973, naned
I n honor of Loretto McCarthy, the late wife of Charles E. MCarthy, Vice
President for Business Affairs and Treasurer of the University; in the
1980s, the Canpus Center was added, including dining facilities, student
support services, and a gymmasi unm and

VWHEREAS, Dedi cat ed I n 1999, t he Kel | eher Center S a
student-centered building donated by University Trustee and alummus
Denis Kelleher, and his wfe, Carol, and is the hone for enroll nent
services, premer neeting space, and a state-of-the-art Fitness Center;
and

WHEREAS, In the Fall of 2004, the canpus welconed the John J.
DaSi | va Acadenmic Center, which features conputer labs for student and
comunity wuse, a nedia |lab, conputer-assisted classroomspace, faculty
of fi ce space, and student/faculty neeting spaces; one year later, a
newly refurbished Rosati Hall welconmed the College of Professional
Studi es adm nistrative offices, faculty spaces, student comons, and
conf erence space; and

VWHEREAS, Today, The Staten |Island canpus has expanded to include
16.5 acres serving nore than 2,000 students who are enrolled in
under graduat e and graduat e degree prograns; and

WHEREAS, St. John's College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, The Peter



J. Tobin College of Business, The Lesley H and WIlliam L. Collins
Coll ege of Professional Studies, and The School of Education offer
degree prograns on the undergraduate, graduate, and doctoral levels with
an opportunity for a comuter or residential experience; nore than
10, 000 degrees have been awarded on the canpus to date; and

VWHEREAS, This wunique canpus, where turn-of-the-century buil dings
stand al ongsi de contenporary edifices, has a magical history of design
and purpose; after a half century, it continues to fulfill the prom se
to bring together the academ c rigor of a national Catholic University
with the Vincentian m ssion; and

WHEREAS, Steeped in a proud and distinguished history, the Staten
I sl and Canpus of St. John's University may | ook back with pride upon its
hunbl e begi nnings, find just satisfaction in its purposeful growh and
hold true of purpose in its dedication to serving the educational needs
of its students; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
cormenorate the 50th Anniversary of the Staten Island Canpus of St.
John's University, noting the propriety of its goals, the constancy of
its commtnent and the significance of its acconplishnments; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the Staten Island Canpus of St. John's University.



