Senate Resolution No. 2182
BY: Senator GRI FFO

COVMENDI NG David R. Riley Sr. upon the occasion of
his designation as the New York State Anmerican
Legi on Departnent Conmander

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize that
the quality and character of life in the communities across New York
State are reflective of the concerned and dedicated efforts of those
patriotic organizations and individuals who devote thenselves to the
wel fare of the community and its citizenry; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend David R Riley Sr. upon the occasion of his designation as the
New York State American Legion Departnent Conmmander, cel ebrated on
Sat urday, March 26, 2022, at the Anerican Legion Henry P. Smith Post No.
24, Ronme, New York; and

WHEREAS, David R Riley Sr. is the third Oneida County resident to
decone State Commander in the Legion's 100-year history; he wll
officially begin his one-year termin this nost esteened position when
he is sworn in at the 104th Annual Anerican Legi on Departnent of New
York Convention on Saturday, July 16, 2022, in Binghanton, New York; and

WHEREAS, David R Riley Sr. proudly served his country as a nenber
of the United States Air Force from 1978 to 1982; he conpl eted basic
training at Lackland Air Force Base in Texas and security police
training at both Lackland and Canp Bullis, Texas, before his assignnent
to K.1. Sawyer Air Force Base in Mchigan as part of the security police
force; and

WHEREAS, A life nmenber of The Anmerican Legion, David R Rley Sr.
joined Uica Post No. 229 in 1995 and transferred in 2000 to Rone's
Henry P. Smith Post No. 24, where he served as Commander from 2004 to
2006; and

WHEREAS, In addition to nany other positions at the post |evel,
David R Riley Sr. was the 2012-13 Oneida County Commander; he also
served on several commttees on the county | evel and was appoi nted Vice
Conmander at the district |evel; and

VWHEREAS, On the State level, David R Riley Sr. has been an
i nstructor and vice dean of Legion College of New York, and served four
years as Menbership chairman as well as three years as Law and O der
chai rman; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, on the national |evel, he was a facilitator at
Anerican Legion College in 2012, and currently serves as a consultant on
t he Menbership and Post Activities Comrittee; and

VWHEREAS, Enployed by the State Departnent of Correctional Services



(NYSDOCS), David R Riley Sr. is active in nunerous veteran's circles;
he is Secretary/Treasurer of the Rone Menorial Day Association and
Secretary for the Ronme Veteran's Council; and

WHEREAS, Wth a steadfast and unwavering commtnent to |ocal
veterans and the comunity-at-large, David R Riley Sr. is a nenber of
the VFW Auxiliary, DAV, American Legion College of New York and Nati onal
Anerican Legion College Alumi Associations, the Stanw x Veteran Men's
Club, Frank J. Steczko Post PAV, Forty & Eight Voiture Locale No. 1220,
Rone Polish Honme, Oneida County Past County Commanders Cl ub, Smith Post
No. 24 Past Post Conmmanders Cub, National American Legion Press
Associ ation, and the NYSDOCS Eneral d Society Md-State Chapter; and

WHEREAS, Wth himthroughout have been his wife, the former Laurie
Evans, and their four children, David Jr., Lindsay, Katelyn and Kurt, as
wel | as two grandsons, Chase and Apollo, all of whomfeel privileged to
be a part of his |life and rejoice in his many achi evenents; and

VWHEREAS, The success of the Anmerican Legion is in direct correlation
to the tireless efforts of David R Riley Sr., whose involvenent is, and
al ways has been, characterized by an inpressive commtnent, an unbridled
ent husi asm and an unconprom sing standard of excellence in al
endeavors on behal f of the organi zation and the community it serves; and

WHEREAS, Rare indeed is the occurrence of such a conpassionate
blending of strength, |leadership, intellect, and commtnent as that
denonstrated by David R Riley Sr. over a Ilifetinme of sacrifice and
dedi cation to others; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend David R Riley Sr. upon the occasion of his designation as the
New York State Anerican Legi on Departnment Commander; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to David R Riley Sr.



