Senate Resolution No. 2108
BY: Senat or PARKER

COMVENDI NG The Center for Black Literature upon
the occasion of hosting its 16th National Bl ack
Witers Conference, and paying tribute to this
year's honoree Eddie S. d aude Jr.

WHEREAS, It is the intent of this Legislative Body, in keeping wth
its tinme-honored traditions, to recognize and pay tribute to those
organi zati ons which foster ethnic pride and enhance the profile of
cultural diversity which strengthens the fabric of the conmunities of
New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend The Center for Black Literature upon the occasion of hosting its
16th National Black Witers Conference, and to pay tribute to this
year's honoree Eddie S. d aude Jr., at Medgar Evers College in Brooklyn,
New Yor k; and

VWHEREAS, Thi s year's honor ee is a well-known convener of
conversations and debates; Eddie S. Qaude Jr. takes care to engage
fellow citizens of all ages and backgrounds fromyoung activists, to

fell ow academ cs, journalists and comentators, and followers on Twitter
I n di al ogue about the direction of the nation; his scholarship and his
sense of hinself as a public intellectual are driven by a conmtnent to
think carefully wth others in public; and

WHEREAS, The thene for this year's event is entitled "The Beautiful
Struggle: Black Witers Lighting the Way"; events will be held Iive and
virtually on Wednesday, March 30 - Saturday, April 2, 2022; and

WHEREAS, An intellectual who speaks to the conplex dynamcs of the
Anerican experience, Eddie S. daude Jr. has witten many significant
and noteworthy books, Denocracy in Black: How Race Still Enslaves the
American Soul, and In a Shade of Blue: Pragmati smand the Politics of
Bl ack Anerica, to nane a few, he takes a wide | ook at black comunities,
the difficulties of race in the United States, and the challenges our
denocracy faces; and

WHEREAS, This extraordinary man is also the author of two edited
volunmes, and many influential articles about religion for academc
journals, as well as witing for The New York Tinmes and Ti me Magazi ne;
and

VWHEREAS, Eddie S. d aude Jr., the James S. MDonnell Distinguished
University Professor and chair of the Departnent of African Anerican
Studies is also the former president of the Anmerican Acadeny of
Rel i gion, and anong his many awards and accol ades is the Mddern Language
Associ ation's WIIliam Sanders Scar borough Book Prize; and

WHEREAS, Described as the quintessential Mrehouse man, Eddie S.



d aude Jr. left his honme in Moss Point, Mssissippi at the age of 16 to
begin studies at the HBCU, he holds both a nmaster's degree in African

Anerican Studies from Tenple University, as well as a Ph.D. in Religion
fromPrinceton University; and

WHEREAS, Eddie S. d aude Jr. began his illustrious teaching career
at Bowdoi n Col | ege; in 2015, he was awarded an honorary doctorate from
Col gate University, delivering commencenent remarks titled, "Turning Qur
Backs", that was recognized by The New York Tinmes as one of the best
commencenent speeches of the year; and

VWHEREAS, A columist for Tinme Magazine and a NMSNBC contributor on
prograns like "Mrning Joe", and "Deadline Witehouse with Nicolle
Wal | ace”, as well as appearing on "Meet the Press on Sundays"; and

VWHEREAS, Attendees of the conference wll also exam ne t he
instrumental role Black witers have played in building Black cul tural
history, the inprint that this has left in Black literature, and how t he
literature of Black witers has inpacted present-day and future
generations; and

WHEREAS, Lastly, witers will exam ne how their beliefs and personal
vigorous actions are wused to support the political and social change
they want to see take place in today's society; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when literary
and cul tural organizations of such noble ains and acconplishnents are
brought to our attention, they should be cel ebrated and recogni zed by
all the citizens of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend The Center for Black Literature upon the occasion of hosting its
16th National Black Witers Conference, and to pay tribute to this
year's honoree Eddie S. d aude Jr.; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Center for Black Literature.



