Senate Resolution No. 2107
BY: Senator GRI FFO

COMVEMORATI NG the 71st Annual observance of the
Nati onal Day of Prayer in the State of New York on
Thur sday, May 5, 2022

WHEREAS, In the <course of the evolving devel opnent of this great
Enpire State, if the ingredients of shared concern and responsive
endeavor conbine in the symmetry of a conmtnent to governance, there
have emerged anong the facilities of the State of New York certain
events whi ch warrant commenoration; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and fully in accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, it is the intent of this Legislative Body to
commenorate the 71st Annual observance of the National Day of Prayer in
the State of New York on Thursday, May 5, 2022; this vyear's thenme is
"Exalt the Lord, who has established us," based on Col ossians 2:6-7
NASB; and

VWHEREAS, The thenme is set against the backdrop of an inspiring
painting created exclusively for the National Day of Prayer by renowned
Christian artist, Ron DiCanni; the inmage illustrates God' s people
joining his angels in exalting him as we pray, because his is God
Al m ghty; we have bold access to his throne and passi onate confidence as
we pray, because he has established us in this Nation and is working in
the heavenlies to acconplish all that he as proposed, as we pray for
Anmerica; and

WHEREAS, The 71st Annual National Day of Prayer will have profound
significance as mllions of Americans join together to pray at thousands
of events across the county; and

VWHEREAS, Prayer has always been an inportant part of our nation's
heritage; National Day of Prayer is a tradition first proclainmed by the
Continental Congress in 1775, when John Hancock signed the congressional
order establishing the first Day of Prayer; and

VWHEREAS, In keeping with our founding fathers' faith, civic prayers
and national days of prayer have a long and venerable history in our
constitutional republic; in 1983, in MARSH V. CHAMBERS, the Supremne
Court affirmed the right of state legislatures to open their sessions
with prayer, a tradition that is honored by the New York State Senate;
and

VWHEREAS, The observance of a National Day of Prayer becanme the [|aw
of the Iland in 1952 when a resolution asking people "to turn to God in
prayer and neditation,” was unaninously passed by Congress and was
signed by President Harry Truman; and

VWHEREAS, An anendnent to this |aw was signed by President Ronald
Reagan in 1988, designating the first Thursday in May as the annual Day
of Prayer; and



WHEREAS, Since our nation's earliest days, Anmericans have prayed as
a way of guiding, wuniting, and healing; in times of peace and

prosperity, tragedy and joy, prayer has provided confort and sustenance;
and

WHEREAS, It is fitting and proper to give thanks to God by observing
this National Day of Prayer in New York State on May 5, 2022, when al
may acknowl edge our bl essings and express gratitude for them while
recogni zi ng the need for strengthening religious and noral values in our
State and nation; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 71st consecutive observance of the National Day of
Prayer in the State of New York on Thursday, May 5, 2022, and to urge
the citizens of New York to observe this day in ways appropriate to its
i nportance and significance; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the Greater Uica National Day of Prayer Committee and
Nat i onal Day of Prayer commttees throughout New York State.



