Senat e Resol ution No. 2097
BY: Senator COWRI E

COVMEMORATI NG  the 55t h Anni versary of York
Col | ege, CUNY of Jamai ca, New York

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend those institutions of true purpose and high achi evenent whose
exenpl ary prograns and acconplishments clearly denonstrate an enduring
pursuit of excellence in higher education for the youth of this noble
Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 55th Anniversary of York College, CUNY on Tuesday, Apri
5, 2022; and

WHEREAS, In the fall of 1967, York College first opened its doors to
its 50 full-time instructional staff nenbers and 371 students, largely
white and Anerican-born, wusing rented roons fromthe Qakland Jew sh
Center in Bayside, Queens, for classes; and

WHEREAS, In My of 1968, in response to pressure from |ocal
busi ness, community, and religious |eaders, the CUNY Board of H gher
Education selected Jamaica as the future site of York College's
per manent canpus; and

WHEREAS, However, when MIlton G Bassin took over the hel mof
President in 1971, York Coll ege was housed in tenporary classroons on
the canmpus of Queensborough Conmunity College in Bayside, New York;
three years later, the College noved to a renovated ex-Mntgonmery Ward
departnment store and other buildings in Jamaica; and

VWHEREAS, Due to a period of financial instability, the fledgling
Col | ege's future seened uncertain; however, the residents of Januaica
pressured the city to keep the school open, and in May of 1978, the CUNY
Board aut horized construction of the new campus in Jamaica; and

WHEREAS, At the sane tine, York Coll ege expanded its |iberal arts
curriculum offering career-related ngjors in the healthcare industry,
and opened the Ofice of Continuing Education to give classes on
practical subjects for Jamaica's residents; and

VWHEREAS, Wth approval fromthen Governor Hugh Carey, construction
on York Coll ege's permanent canmpus began in Decenber of 1980; six years
| ater, student enrollnment had grown to 4,276, and the first classes were
held in the new Academ c Core; and

VWHEREAS, |n 1990, York Coll ege opened its Performng Arts Center and
the Heal th and Physical Education facilities, followed by the athletic
fields a year |ater; and

VHEREAS, Dr . Marcia V. Keizs assuned the role of President of York



Col | ege in 2005, and under her |eadership, the college strengthened its
academ c quality through various initiatives; with the construction of
the United States Food and Drug Administration's regional headquarters

on the canpus, students in relevant majors were able to take advant age
of coll aborative internships, fellowships, and research with worl d-cl ass
scientists; and

WHEREAS, In 2003, the CUNY Aviation Institute was established to
prepare students for success in a rapidly changing industry; and

VWHEREAS, | n 2009, York College | aunched the Provost D stinguished
Scholars Lecture Series, which attracts renowned witers, scholars, and
scientists to speak to the College community; and

VWHEREAS, In that sane year, York College hired thirty-three new
faculty nenbers and reorganized its 18 academ c departnments into three
schools, the School of Arts and Sciences, School of Business and
I nformati on Systens and School of Health and Behavi oral Sciences; and

VWHEREAS, Today, York College has grown fromits hunbl e beginnings to
a student body of nore than 8,300 students from 120 countries of origin,
speaki ng nore than 83 native | anguages; and

WHEREAS, Under the |lum nous |eadership of current President Dr.
Ber enecea Johnson Eanes, York College plans to once again expand its
canpus, wth a state-of-the-art Academ c Village and a CUNY School of
Phar macy; and

WHEREAS, Steeped in a proud and distinguished history, York College
may |ook back wth pride wupon its hunble beginnings, find just
satisfaction in its purposeful growh and hold true of purpose in its
commtnment to serving the educational needs of its students; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 55th Anniversary of York College; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Dr. Berenecea Johnson Eanes, President, York College,
CUNY.



