Senat e Resol ution No. 2056
BY: Senator JORDAN

MOURNI NG the death of former New York State
Senat or Joseph L. Bruno, dedicated political |[|eader
and strong advocate for the people of this great
Enpire State

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body, representing the people of the State
of New York, is noved this day to pay tribute to an em nent gentl eman of
indomtable faith and dedication whose public service and countless
acconplishnents wll forever stand as a paradigmand inspiration for
ot hers; and

WHEREAS, It is with profound sorrow and deep regret that this
Legislative Body records the passing of Joseph L. Bruno, noting the
significance of his purposeful life and triunphs; and

VWHEREAS, Joseph L. Bruno of Brunswick, New York, whose politica
cl out shaped sone of the Capital Region's |argest econom c achi evenents,
di ed on Tuesday, Cctober 6, 2020, at the age of 91; and

WHEREAS, Serving as New York State's Senate Majority Leader for 14
years, Joseph L. Bruno was a true giant for his community, for
m ddl e-cl ass tax payers, and for Upstate New York; his handshake was his
bond, and in the chanber, he was consistently forthright wth his
opi nion yet could agree to disagree, always nmaintaining nutual respect
across party lines; and

VWHEREAS, Joseph L. Bruno was born on April 8, 1929, at the dens
Falls, New York hone of his parents, Vitaliano and Rachael Catherine
(Ricciardelli) Bruno, both of whom emgrated fromltaly with their
famlies; he attended St. Mary's Acadeny where he |earned Latin, and
becanme the top altar boy at his church; and

WHEREAS, The third-oldest of eight children, Joseph L. Bruno
established a strong work ethic at an early age; at just nine years-old,
he began delivering pastries before school to earn noney for his famly
to buy food, and a year later, he took a job selling the |ocal newspaper
on street corners, receiving three cents for every paper sold; and

VWHEREAS, Joseph L. Bruno went on to earn a business degree from
Ski dnore Col | ege before valiantly serving his country as a nmenber of the
United States Arny during the Korean War; he was pronoted to Sergeant
First Cass, and received a Bronze Service Star anong ot her honors; and

VWHEREAS, Furt her nore, whi | e proudly serving overseas, this
extraordi nary nman becanme the undefeated |ight heavyweight chanpion of
the 25th Infantry Division; and

WHEREAS, Upon the conpletion of his mlitary service, Joseph L.
Bruno worked in various businesses as a salesnman before starting a
conpany called Coradi an, successfully marketing the first digital phone



systens and office intercons to governnment and business; and

VWHEREAS, Joseph L. Bruno began his illustrious political career when
he joined the canpaign staff of Governor Nel son Rockefeller in 1966, and
| at er becane a special assistant to State Assenbly Speaker Perry Duryea;
in 1976, he was elected to the New York State Senate's 43rd District,
representi ng Renssel aer and part of Saratoga counties; and

VWHEREAS, I n 1978, while Chairman of the Senate Standing Committee on
Consuner Protection, the Mtor Vehicle Warranty Repl acenent or Refund
Act, commonly referred to as the "Lenon Law," was passed; this
| egi sl ati on woul d | ater become one of his | andmark achi evenents; and

WHEREAS, Senator Joseph L. Bruno gained distinction as a toe-to-toe
| awmaker who brazenly chall enged governors and who preferred clinbing
t he stairs to taking the elevator; during his tenure, he was
instrumental in New York State's econom c devel opnent, and in reformng
the crimnal justice systemto keep violent crimnals behind bars; and

WHEREAS, He also chanpioned New York business interests and tax
cuts, and steadfastly supported nmany |abor unions, including Local 1199
of the Service Enpl oyees International Union, a support brought on after
wat ching his father endure years of abuse in | ow paying jobs; and

VWHEREAS, Joseph L. Bruno truly believed in the well-being of people
who worked in bars and restaurants and consequently, was influential in
passing an indoor snoking ban in March of 2003; the anendnent to the
1989 d ean Indoor Air Act of 1989 banned snoking in bars, restaurants,
and other locations, including nenbership clubs |ike the VFWor El ks,
which hire people to staff their clubs; and

VWHEREAS, Joseph L. Bruno is revered throughout the Capital Region
for his tireless efforts to steer mllions of dollars to upstate New
York; the 4,500-seat m nor |eague baseball stadium at Hudson Valley
Community College (HVCC), dubbed The Joe, is naned in his honor al ong
w th parks, pavilions and a control room at the public broadcaster WHT;
and

VWHEREAS, Joseph L. Bruno al so exerted nuch of his political nuscle
in helping to inprove the region's transportation hubs, such as the
Renssel aer Rail Station, and in creating a foundation for biotechnol ogy
and nanotechnology industries across Upstate New York, including the
G obal Foundari es conputer-chip fabrication plant in Malta; and

WHEREAS, Predeceased by his wife of 57 years, Barbara "Bobbie"
Bruno, Joseph L. Bruno is survived by his |oving partner, Kay Stafford;

f our chil dren, Joseph, Susan, Kennet h and Cat heri ne; seven
grandchi l dren, Rachel, N cholas, Richard, Elizabeth, Anna, Victoria and
Ai den; and one great-grandchild, Alessandra; as well as his sister,

Fl orence, and four brothers, Vitaliano, Arthur, Tony and Robert; and

WHEREAS, Uncle Joe, as he was so affectionately known by those who
knew and worked with him was a true nman of the people who never forgot
where he cane from he lived his life with purpose and gusto, and his
| egacy will forever serve as a beacon of love for his famly, friends,



and all who were privileged to have known and | oved such an amazi ng man;
and

VWHEREAS, Every citizen in New York State has nost certainly
benefited, in one way or another, fromthe deep dedication, intelligence

and comm tnent Joseph L. Bruno brought to his work as a legislator and
public policy-maker; a loyal friend and trusted advisor, he will be
deeply m ssed and truly nerits the grateful tribute of this Legislative
Body; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of fornmer New York State Senator Joseph L. Bruno, and to
express its deepest condol ences to his famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Joseph L. Bruno.



