Senate Resolution No. 1976
BY: Senat or PARKER

COVMENDI NG The Reverend Dr. Robert M Waternman
upon the occasion of his 20th Pastoral Anniversary
to be cel ebrated on February 27, 2022

WHEREAS, The character and richness of religious and conmunity life
in this noble Enpire State is nourished and fulfilled through the
faithful concern and selfless devotion of those who would conmit their
energi es and purpose to the mnistry of others; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to bring ful
recognition and just tribute to those individuals who distinguish
t henmsel ves and the ministry through their unremtting conmmtnent and
preem nence of service; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend The Reverend Dr. Robert M WAternman upon the occasion of his
20t h Pastoral Anniversary to be cel ebrated on Sunday, February 27, 2022,
and

WHEREAS, Reverend Dr. Robert M Waterman, affectionately known as
Pastor Rob, has served Antioch Baptist Church in Brooklyn, New York
since his installation in February of 2002; and

VWHEREAS, Since his installation, Reverend Dr. Robert M Witernman has
wor ked closely with the Youth Mnistry, established |eadership classes
and retreats, re-instituted the Christian Education Mnistry,
spear headed the purchase of a state-of-the-art sound system in the
sanctuary, and revived the Antioch Comunity Services for youth and
seni ors; and

VWHEREAS, Reverend Dr. Robert M Waterman has brought many gifts to
hi s congregation, nost notably his exuberance of youth, a willingness to
get the job done, and ebullient spirituality; he was al so instrunental
in the magnificent renovation of the sanctuary; and

VWHEREAS, Spiritually, Reverend Dr. Robert M \Waterman has been
| abel ed "The Preacher of Thunder," encouragi ng his congregation to know,
praise and worship God so their hearts and lives can be truly changed;
and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, each year of his extraordinary 20- year
pastorate, approximately 100 peopl e have accepted Jesus Christ as their
personal Savior and have becone a part of the Antioch Baptist Church
famly; and

VWHEREAS, In addition to his illustrious career as Pastor of Antioch
Bapti st Church, Reverend Dr. Robert M Waterman serves as a substitute
teacher in the New York public school system truly enhancing the
quality of the educational prograns and opportunities offered to | ocal



yout h; he al so authored the book God Has Left the Building; and

VWHEREAS, Wth a steadfast and unwavering commitnent to his
community, Reverend Dr. Robert M Waterman serves on Community Board 3
and as the forner Chairperson of the Transportation Conmittee as well as
the current Ecunenical Conmittee Chairman; and

WHEREAS, A true asset to society, he is a nenber of the National
Black Conmission on AIDS and the Chair of t he "Securing our
Institutions”™ conponent of the Black Enpowernent Convention; he al so
serves as the Ecunenical Chair of the Black Leadership Conm ssion on
AIDS (BLCA) in Brooklyn, New York, President of the African Anerican
Clergy and Elected Oficials (AACEO) in Brooklyn, and a lifetine mnenber
of the NAACP; and

VWHEREAS, Robert M Waterman graduated from New York Theol ogi cal
Seminary with a Master of Divinity in May of 2003; he went on to earn
his Doctor of Mnistry fromDrew University in May of 2009; and

WHEREAS, Wth him throughout have been his loving wife, Lady Lola
Qguntunde, and their three beautiful <children, N a Folasade, I|man
Oyinlola and Jada Simsola, all of whomfeel privileged to be a part of
his |life and rejoice in his many achi evenents; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Dr. Robert M Waterman has brought to his mnistry
an overwhel mng spirit of charity and conpassion, acting fromvision and
enlightenment in conducting his admnistrative and spiritual duties,
whi | e al ways di spl ayi ng the highest standards of personal and
professional integrity and dedication; and

VWHEREAS, This distinguished man of God has al ways gi ven
enl i ghtennment, guidance and wi sdomto the many entrusted to his care and
has adm nistered abundantly and wunstintingly to the spiritual and
corporal needs of all; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body that when a
person of such noble ains and acconplishments is brought to our
attention it is appropriate to publicly and jubilantly proclaim and
commend that individual for the edification of others; now therefore,
be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
cormend Reverend Dr. Robert M Waterman, noting his unremtting and
conpassionate faith and his exenplary service to God, nan, and his
comunity, and extending to him the heartfelt best wishes of this
Legi sl ative Body for a future of purposeful success and well-being; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Reverend Dr. Robert M Waternan



