Senate Resol ution No. 1947
BY: Senator GRI FFO

COMVENDI NG Steven and Mchelle Klosek upon the
occasion of celebrating 35 years in business on
March 1, 2022

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recogni ze the
achi evenents of those individuals and businesses which substantially
contribute to the economic vitality of their communities and the entire
Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend Steven and M chell e Kl osek upon the occasion of celebrating 35
years in business on Tuesday, March 1, 2022; and

WHEREAS, Steven and Mchelle Klosek are truly the heart and soul of
Varick Street in Uica, New York, where they have built an arts and
ent ert ai nnment hub wth their three extraordinary and successful
busi nesses, The Varick Bar and Gill, The Stief, and Sicken@®?24; and

VHEREAS, The Varick Bar and Gill, |located at 618 Varick Street, was
built in the 1850s as a snall hotel with a tavern on the bottom fl oor;
and

WHEREAS, The Stief, located at 618-622 Varick Street, was built in
1875 by Prinus Stiefvater from Baden, Germany, and was opened as Prinus
Stiefvater and Sons Butcher Shop on the bottom floor with six beautiful
flats above; and

WHEREAS, Also located on Varick Street, The Sickenberger Lane
building was fornmerly Varick Brake and Alignnment in the m d-1900s, and
its courtyard was once the site of an 1800s hone which was torn down in
t he 1960s; and

VWHEREAS, In Novenber of 1987, Steven Klosek and two business
partners purchased the Stiefvater building, and on March 1st of the
follow ng vyear, they purchased what is now known as The Varick Bar and
Gill; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, M chelle Kl osek served as The Varick's first
bartender, drawing a crowd of patrons fromUtica and its surroundi ng
comunities; and

VWHEREAS, | n 1989, The Varick nmerged with the Stiefvater buil ding and
the storefront created a backroomfor the Bar and Gill which contained
a stage for live bands and bar ganes such as darts, pool and foosball;
and

VHEREAS, I n March of 1990, Steve Kl osek becane sole owner of The
Varick Bar and Gill and The Stiefvater building; and



WHEREAS, In 2003, Mchelle Kl osek used her vision and creativity to
transformthe backroomof The Varick Bar and Gill into the Stiefvater

Room a classy martini bar with specialty drinks, martinis and craft
cocktails; and

VWHEREAS, One year later, The Varick Bar and Gill created a renowned
ventilated snoking roomafter acquiring a waiver fromthe Onei da County
Heal th Departnent, making it the first bar in New York State to receive
this waiver after snoking was banned in all bars and restaurants; The
Vari ck was subsequently featured in The New York Tines; and

VWHEREAS, After renovating a deteriorating garage and clearing | oads
of debris in the adjoining property, Steve and M chell e Kl osek opened
Si ckenberger Lane, an Adirondack style bar, in My of 2005; in 2019, the
est abl i shnent becane known as Sicken@®24, and was transforned into a
unique art bar wth artwork fromover 30 |local artists adorning its
wal I s and courtyard; and

VWHEREAS, Mbst recently, in January of 2022, Mchelle and Steve
Kl osek renovated The Stief into a 1920s style bar with the instrunental
gui dance of two dedicated enployees, Brenden Boucher and |I|sabelle
Fasol o, who were the | ead designers on the project; and

WHEREAS, Wth a steadfast and unwavering commtnent to the | ocal
community, Mchelle Kl osek has been actively involved with The Landmar ks
Society of Geater Uica, the fornmer Downtown Utica  Devel opnent
Associ ation and The Brewery District Association; and

WHEREAS, Steven and Mchelle Klosek have been united in marriage
since Cctober of 1992; wth them throughout have been their two
daughters, Stephanie and Taylor, both of whomfeel privileged to be a
part of their lives and rejoice in their many achi evenents; and

WHEREAS, It is wth great pleasure that this Legislative Body
acknowl edges the Klosek's success, recognizing their contributions to
the local and State econom es, and extending its highest conmmendation to
their businesses and enpl oyees, fully confident that, in their future,
they wll continue to enjoy the sanme success which has so characterized
their past; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
cormend Steven and M chelle Kl osek upon the occasion of celebrating 35
years in business; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to Steven and M chel |l e Kl osek.



