Senate Resolution No. 189
BY: Senator Bl AGE

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
January 2021, as Slavery and Human Trafficking
Prevention Month in the State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize
of fici al nmonths that are set aside to increase awareness of serious
i ssues that affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonob to proclaim January 2021, as
Sl avery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month in the State of New York,
in conjunction with the observance of National Slavery and Human
Trafficking Prevention Mnth; and

VWHEREAS, | n 2007, an interagency task force was created which was
dedicated to evaluating the current circunstances of the existence of
human trafficking in the State of New York, with the lasting resolve to
bol ster existing response infrastructures, while creating strategies to
aid victins and increase public awareness of the issue, including and
beyond the recognition of Slavery and Human Trafficki ng Awar eness Mont h;
and

WHEREAS, Beginning in 2010, by Presidential Proclanmation, each
January has been designated as National Slavery and Human Trafficking
Preventi on Month; and

VHEREAS, Followng the start of National Slavery and Human
Trafficking Prevention Mnth, wth t he hel p of non- gover nment
organi zations, National Human Trafficking Day began and is observed
annual | y on January 11th; and

VWHEREAS, The State of New York, was, in 2018, the state fourth-nost
pl agued by the scourge of sexual and |abor trafficking of individuals of
al | ages, as recogni zed by t he Polaris Project, a |eading
non- government, non-profit voice in the global mrch towards the
eradi cation of human trafficking, which equates with nodern slavery; and

VWHEREAS, The nunber of sexual and |abor trafficking cases reported
each year continues to grow as nore light is given to the issue by
various actors in New York, across the United States, and around the
gl obe; and

VWHEREAS, | n 2018, 492 cases of human trafficking were reported to
the Human Trafficking Hotline in the State of New York, which is nore
than 4% of the 10,949 cases reported across the United States; and

VWHEREAS, The scope and nmagni tude of the issue of slavery and hunman
trafficking is yet to be known, both donestically and abroad; and



VWHEREAS, Human Trafficki ng Awareness Minth was inplenmented to raise
awar eness anong Anmericans that human trafficking does not just happen in

other countries, but in states and conmunities across the United States;
and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater public awareness of
this serious issue, and nore nust be done to eradicate slavery and human
trafficking at the local, State and national |evels; now therefore, be
it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menoriali ze Governor Andrew M Cuono to proclaim January 2021, as
Sl avery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month in the State of New York;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuono, Governor of the State of
New Yor k.



