Senate Resolution No. 1810
BY: Senator REI CHLI N- MELNI CK

MOURNI NGt he deat h of Dream Shepherd, the
i nspiration behind New York State's Dream s Law

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is deeply noved to inscribe upon its
records this renmenbrance for Dream Shepherd, a young wonan of incredible
per severance whose fortitude and optinm smwere greater than any persona
har dshi p she faced; and

WHEREAS, Dream Shepherd of Ossining, New York, died on Saturday,
August 21, 2021, at the age of 16 after a battle with sickle cell anem a
whi ch devel oped into osteosarcom; and

VWHEREAS, Even though she passed away at a young age, Dream Shepherd
truly changed the world as the driving force behind the passing of
Dreams Law, which ensures thousands of New Yorkers who require a
central venous line will have proper access to a hone heal thcare service
upon di scharge fromthe hospital; and

WHEREAS, Dreanis Law was notivated by the struggle Dream Shepherd's
famly faced followng her 2014 release from the hospital after a
transpl ant of stemcells fromher nother D ana Lenon to treat her sickle
cell anem a; and

WHEREAS, Unfortunately, the insurance conpany declined a request for
nursing support to nanage Dream Shepherd's central venous |line, which
goes into the patient's heart; her nother did not have a nedical
background or resources to hire an aide on her own, and was left in
charge of the central venous |line which was a daunting task; and

VWHEREAS, | n 2018, Dream Shepherd and her nother met wth New York
State Senator David Carlucci at the Capitol in Al bany, New York, to
advocate for Dreamis Law, the bill was |ater sponsored by Assenbl ywoman
Sandra Gal ef and was signed into | aw by then Governor Andrew M Cuono in
2019, and was expanded to cover others whose nedi cal conditions demanded
nore post-hospital care than their famlies could provide on their own;
and

VWHEREAS, Dream Shepherd and her nother were also instrunmental in
rai sing awareness for the Shepherd Patterson Law, which ensures parents
of mnor children with serious nmedical conditions were nmade aware of
educat i onal acconmopdati ons; and

VWHEREAS, Dream Shepherd was born to nake a difference; she joined
the Grl Scouts as a kindergartener, and throughout her short but
inspired life, she truly lived by its notto, be prepared to hel p out
wher ever she i s needed; and

VWHEREAS, Even though she had a disease, this conpassionate, proud
young woman |ived a life full of joy and adventure; through the Garden
of Dreans Foundation, she sang at Radio City Music Hall and the Beacon



Theater with the OA R 2.0 chorus; and

VWHEREAS, Wien she was 14 years-ol d, Dream Shepherd was featured in a
special about transplant recipients hosted by Robin Roberts of "Good
Morning Anerica,” and for her steadfast and wunremitting commtnent to
hel ping others, she was nanmed a New York State Whman of Distinction in
2015; and

VWHEREAS, New Yorkers wi |l forever be indebted to Dream Shepherd, who
tirelessly worked to make |ife alittle bit easier for those dealing
wi th serious nedical conditions; and

VWHEREAS, Dream Shepherd's infinite selflessness and benevol ence w ||
shine on through her famly's vivid and happy nenories; her insight and
strength will forever serve as a beacon of |ove, |ight and hope to the
countl ess lives she touched; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed with a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassi on, Dream Shepherd | eaves behind a | egacy which will |ong endure
the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nenory to all she
served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nour n the death of Dream Shepherd, and to express its deepest
condol ences to her famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Dream Shepherd.



