Senate Resolution No. 1795
BY: Senat or CLEARE

MOURNI NG the death of Sidney Poitier, |egendary
actor, trailblazer and civil rights advocate

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to honor and pay
just tribute to the nenory of those prom nent individuals whose creative
talents contributed to the entertai nnent and cul tural enrichnent of the
citizens of the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Sidney Poitier, the Oscar-w nning actor who brought a quiet
dignity to his characters on screen and hel ped break down the color
barrier in Hollywod, died on Thursday, January 6, 2022, at the age of
94; and

VWHEREAS, Born on February 20, 1927, in Mam, Florida, Sidney
Poitier spent nmuch of his childhood in the Bahamas, before noving to New
York City at just 16 years old; and

WHEREAS, Sidney Poitier began his illustrious acting career at a
young age when he secured a spot at the American Negro Theatre in
Harlem the renowned and historic conpany that nurtured the talents of
many African American greats, including Ruby Dee and Harry Bel afonte;
and

WHEREAS, In 1950, Sidney Poitier had his first feature in a mjor
filmentitled "No Way Qut," playing a Black doctor persecuted by a
raci st patient; and

VWHEREAS, Sidney Poitier rose to prom nence when the civil rights
novenent was beginning to nake headway in the United States, and his
roles often reflected the peaceful integrationist goals of the struggle;
by refusing roles which played into stereotypes, he pushed the
restrictive boundaries set by the entertai nment industry and nade strong
advances into the American mainstream and

VWHEREAS, | n 1955, Sidney Poitier experienced his career breakthrough
in his role as a student in an inner-city school in the film "Bl ackboard
Jungl e"; his portrayal of determned, dignified heroes in other filns
like "To Sir, Wth Love," "In the Heat of the N ght" and "Guess Wo's
Coming to Dinner" established himas Hollywod' s first Black nmatinee
i dol and hel ped open the door for other Black actors; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, his other nenorable roles include the nusical
"Porgy and Bess," the filmadaptation of "A Raisin in the Sun," "A Patch
of Blue," "Cry, the Beloved Country," and "The Defiant Ones"; and

WHEREAS, A true pioneer whose legacy wll inspire count |l ess
generations to cone, Sidney Poitier's Acadeny Award for the 1963 film
"Lilies of the Field" nmade himthe first Black perforner to wn in the
best -actor category; and



VWHEREAS, Beginning in the 1970s, Sidney Poitier directed nunerous
films, including "Uptown Saturday Night" and "Let's Do It Again"; in

1980, he directed the hit conedy "Stir Crazy," starring Richard Pryor
and CGene W/ der; and

VWHEREAS, After retiring fromacting in 1997, Sidney Poitier proudly
served as the non-resident Baham an anbassador to Japan until 2007; and

VWHEREAS, | n 2002, 38 years after receiving his best actor GOscar
Sidney Poitier was given an honorary Acadeny Award for his renarkabl e
acconplishnents as an artist and as a human being; in 2009, President
Obama  awarded himthe Presidential Medal of Freedom the United States
hi ghest civilian honor; and

VWHEREAS, Over the course of his renowned career in filmand parall el
career in advocating for the progression of civil rights, Sidney Poitier
truly devoted his remarkable talents and energies to the uplift of al
peopl e, defyi ng racial stereotypes, chanpioning for justice and
equality, and noving audiences the world over wth his powerful
per f or mances; and

VWHEREAS, Sidney Poitier is survived by his w fe, Joanna Shi nkus, and
hi s si x daughters; and

WHEREAS, A man of colossal talent, Sidney Poitier was a brilliant
artist and an inspiration to mllions around the world; his dedication
to his career and community |eaves an indelible |egacy of inspiration
which will long endure the passage of tinmne and wll remain as a
conforting nenory to his famly, friends and countless fans; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nour n the death of Sidney Poitier, and to express its deepest
condol ences to his famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed be
transmitted to the famly of Sidney Poitier.



