Senate Resol ution No. 1777
BY: Senator COWRI E

HONORI NG The Reverend Dr. Floyd H. Fl ake upon the
occasion of his designation for special recognition
by the Geater Alen Cathedral of New York on
January 30, 2022

WHEREAS, The character and richness of religious and comunity life
in this noble Enpire State is nourished and fulfilled through the
faithful concern and selfl ess devotion of those who would commt their
energi es and purpose to the mnistry of others; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor The Reverend
Dr. Floyd H. Flake upon the occasion of his designation for specia
recognition by the Greater Allen Cathedral of New York on Sunday,
January 30, 2022; and

WHEREAS, Forner United States Congressman, The Reverend Dr. Floyd H
Fl ake 1s the senior pastor of the nore than 23, 000-nmenber Greater Allen
A. M E. Cathedral of New York in Jamaica, Queens; until June 30, 2008,
he concurrently served as President of Wl berforce University in Chio;
and

WHEREAS, During the 41-year pastorate of Reverend Dr. Floyd H
Fl ake, the Geater Allen Cathedral of New York has becone one of the
nation's forenost Christian churches and is listed anong the top 20
chur ches in Anerica; its operations are a national paradigm of
church-centered, faith-based, public/private conmunity educational and
econom ¢ devel opnent; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, the church owns expansive comercial and
residential devel opnents, and various commercial and social service
enterprises, as well as a 600-student private school which was founded
by Reverend Dr. Floyd H Flake and his wife, Elaine, placing it anong
t he nation's nost producti ve religious and urban devel opnent
i nstitutions and one of the Borough of Queens' |argest private sector
enpl oyers; and

VWHEREAS, Under Reverend Dr. Floyd H Flake's able | eadership, and
true to the Christian doctrine of self-help and conmunal responsibility,
the G eater Allen Cathedral of New York has provided resources and
gui dance for innunerable faith-based and secul ar institutions; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Dr. Floyd H Flake's admnistrative structure,
efficiency, and developnent efforts have i ncreasingly attracted
i nternational and national recognition in print and el ectronic nedia; he
and the church have been profiled on CNN, CBS, BET, C Span, and PBS, as
well as in Tine, Black Enterprise, Ebony, the New York Tines, Readers
Di gest, the Los Angel es Tines, and nany ot her publications; and

WHEREAS, Wiile continuing his responsibilities as pastor of the
Geater Allen Cathedral of New York, Reverend Dr. Floyd H Flake served



in the United States Congress from 1986 to 1997; during this tinme, he
was also a nenber of the Banking and Finance and Snall Business

Conmttees, and chaired the Oversight, Investigation and Resol ution of
Fail ed Financial Institutions Commttee; and

VWHEREAS, Reverend Dr. Floyd H Flake established a reputation for
bi partisan, innovative legislative initiatives to revitalize wurban
commercial and residential conmunities; nost notably, his Conmmunity
Devel opnent Financial Institutions Act of 1993 which provided incentives
for financial institutions to make market-oriented investnents in
destabilized urban and rural econom es; and

VWHEREAS, In Congress, Reverend Dr. Floyd H Flake al so concentrated
on garnering Federal resources and projects for his comunity; he won
two regional facilities, the Federal Drug Admnistration (F.D. A) and
t he Federal Aviation Adm nistration (F.A A), generating nore than 2,000
jobs while also upgrading the stability and the aesthetics of the
District; and

WHEREAS, Additionally, he prevailed upon the Cinton Adm nistration
to fund the Nation's first One Stop Snall Business Capital Center, the
Jamai ca Business Resource Center, which is the nodel for additional
centers now operating in the Federal Enpowernent Zones, providing
techni cal assistance and | oans to small businesses; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Dr. Floyd H Flake also authored |egislation to
fund the expansion of JFK Airport and build the rail link fromthe pl ane
to the train, which connects JFK to Janmi ca and Penn Stations; this has
been instrunental in the devel opnment of the Downtown Janmi ca area; and

WHEREAS, This extraordinary man is a proponent of quality education
and market oriented community and econom ¢ devel opnent through speeches
and lectures in corporate settings, policy foruns, semnaries and
divinity schools; he has lectured internationally and taught at the
Harvard Divinity School's Annual Summer Leadership Institute; and

WHEREAS, Floyd H Fl ake earned a Doctor of Mnistry degree fromthe
United Theol ogical Semnary in Dayton, Ohio, and holds a Bachelor of
Arts degree from W I berforce University wth additional studies at Payne
Theol ogi cal Semi nary and Northeastern University School of Business; he
al so has nunerous honorary degrees from Boston University, Fi sk
Uni versity, Lincoln University and Cheney State; and

WHEREAS, Prior to assumng the pastorate of the Geater Alen
Cat hedral of New York, Reverend Dr. Floyd H Flake served in various
capacities at Boston University, and as Director of the Martin Luther
King, Jr. Center and concurrently as InterimDean of the Chapel, and
Dean of Students; this followed successful stints as Associ ate Dean of
Students at Lincoln University in Pennsylvania, and Marketing Analyst
for the Xerox Corporation; and

VWHEREAS, The Reverend Dr. Floyd H Flake authored a best-selling
book, The Way of the Bootstrapper: Nine Action Steps for Achieving Your
Dreans, and he and his wife co-authored the book, Practical Virtues:



Everyday Val ues and Devotions for African American Famlies; his |atest
book the African Anerican Church Managenent Handbook and published by
Judson Press and rel eased in Decenber 2005; and

WHEREAS, I n addition to his wife of 42 years, wth him throughout
have been his four children and one granddaughter, all of whom feel

privileged to be a part of his |ife and rejoice in his many
acconpl i shnents; and

VWHEREAS, Thi s di sti ngui shed man of God has always given
enl i ght enment, gui dance and wi sdomto the many entrusted to his care and
has adm ni stered abundantly and wunstintingly to the spiritual and
corporal needs of all; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor The Reverend Dr. Floyd H  Flake, noting his wunremtting and
conpassionate faith and his exenplary service to God, nan, and his
comunity, and extending to him the heartfelt best wshes of this
Legislative Body for a future of purposeful success and well-being; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Reverend Dr. Floyd H Fl ake.



