Senate Resolution No. 1745
BY: Senator RATH

MOURNI NG  the deat h of Getchen S. Goss,
di stinguished citizen and devoted nenber of her
comunity

WHEREAS, It is wth profound sorrow and deep regret that this
Legi sl ative Body, representing the people of the State of New York, is
noved this day to pay tribute to an em nent wonan of indomtable faith
and dedi cati on whose public service and countless acconplishnments wll
forever stand as a paradigmand inspiration for others; and

WHEREAS, G etchen S. Gross of Amherst, New York, died on Saturday,
Decenber 18, 2021, at the age of 76; and

VWHEREAS, Born on January 6, 1945, Getchen S. Shaw grew up in
Buffalo, New York, and was the eldest of two children; she graduated
from Lafayette Hi gh School in 1962; and

WHEREAS, Getchen S. G oss attended Buffalo State College before
continui ng her post graduate studies at what is now known as Long | sl and
University Gdobal College, during which tinme she studied abroad in
Mexi co and | ndia; and

VWHEREAS, Upon returning to Buffalo, New York, Getchen S. (Goss
began working at one of the area's first day care centers, Kiddie Koral,
while taking courses in education and photography at the University at
Buffalo (UB); and

VWHEREAS, |In 1974, Getchen S. Goss founded the Audubon Child
Devel opnent Center in GCetzville, New York, with three teachers and 21
children; in 1997, the school noved to a newly built facility in Amrherst
and becane Audubon at College Park with 33 teachers and 185 children;
and

VHEREAS, Regul arly i ntervi ened as an expert on chil dhood
devel opnment, Gretchen S. Goss retired in 2012, after an extraordinary
career which traversed nore than three decades; she truly touched the
i ves of countless |ocal children; and

VWHEREAS, G etchen and her bel oved husband, Gordon R Goss, were
active as volunteers, board nenbers and donors for a variety of
charitable, cultural and philanthropic organizations; their substanti al
donation in 2008 established the Departnent of Jew sh Thought, Heritage
and Culture at UB and endowed a professorship; and

WHEREAS, Wth a steadfast and unwavering commtnent to | ocal
children, Getchen S. Goss chaired the Jewi sh Community Center's Early
Chi | dhood Committee, its Canp Centerland Commttee and served as an
officer on the canp's Governance Conm ttee; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, the Getchen S. Goss Omnut (Arts and Crafts)



Center, the largest building at Canp Centerland, was created in 2015;
and

VWHEREAS, A nenber of the Association for the Education of Young
Children from 1980 to 2010, Getchen S. G oss served on Tenple Beth
Zion's Task Force for Early Chil dhood Education and was a board nenber
of the Bureau of Jew sh Education for many years; and

VWHEREAS, Getchen S. Goss served as President of the Jew sh
Community Center from 2013 to 2015, and received its Ralph Kushner
Vol unteer Service Award in 2020; in recent years, she was a board nenber
of the Foundation for Jew sh Phil ant hropy; and

WHEREAS, This extraordinary woman's work with the Buffal o Jew sh
Federation included chairing its Super Sunday fundrai ser and serving on
the canpaign's Lion of Judah comrittee as well as its kickoff dinner
committee; she and her husband also led a mssion to Israel and the
Feder ati on bestowed upon her its Nat han Benderson Award in 2016, for her
phi | ant hropi c | eadership and her tireless work in education; and

WHEREAS, A true asset to her community, Getchen S. G oss gave
tirelessly of her tinme and energies to the Roswell Park Conprehensive
Cancer Cent er, Community Foundation of Geater Buffalo, Buffalo
Phi | harnmoni ¢ Orchestra, SUNY Buffalo and its art conservancy program
St. Mary's School for the Deaf and the Buffal o Hearing and Speech
Center; and

WHEREAS, Predeceased by her loving husband in 2019, Getchen S
Goss is survived by her tw stepdaughters, Debra G oss-Winer and
Sandra Wl chok; a brother, Craig Shaw, one aunt, Dorothy Shaw, and three
grandchil dren and two great-grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, Arned with a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassion, Getchen S Goss |eaves behind a | egacy which will |ong
endure the passage of tinme and wll remain as a conforting nenory to al
she served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of Getchen S Goss, and to express its deepest
condol ences to her famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Gretchen S. G oss.



