Senate Resol ution No. 1731
BY: Senator STEC

COVMEMORATI NG t he 200t h Anni versary of the Town of
W | m ngton, New York

WHEREAS, It 1is the intent of this Legislative Body to honor and
commenorate the distinguished histories of the comunities whi ch
conprise the noble body of this great Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
cormenorate the 200th Anniversary of the Town of WImngton, Essex
County, New York; and

VWHEREAS, Currently, a town of approxinmately 1,300 people, WI n ngton
was created by the State Legislature on March 22, 1822, and was
established as a separate entity fromthe Town of Jay that sane year
whi | e havi ng been taken off fromthe Town of Jay in the prior vyear as
Danville, it was renaned, and held its first official town board neeting
as Wlmngton in April of 1822; and

WHEREAS, WI m ngton |ies between the towns of St. Armand on the west
and Jay on the east, on the northern border of Essex County in the Hi gh
Peaks Regi on of the Adirondack Mountains with the west branch of the
AuSable River flowing in a northeasterly direction nearly through the
center of WI m ngton; and

VWHEREAS, The topographical aspect of Wl mngton is seen to be rough,
el evat ed, and nountai nous, with |ong sl opes descending to the AuSable
River and its tributaries which presents a varied and picturesque
scenery with the majestic Whiteface Muntain overl ooking the region at a
hei ght of 4,867 feet above tide and from whose sunmt can be one of the
finest views in Northern New York; and

VWHEREAS, The west branch of the AuSable River has historically
provi ded nechani cal power, |og transportation, wrld class fishing and
touri smopportunities including the spectacular H gh Falls Gorge; and

VWHEREAS, Pioneer famlies began settling in the WImngton area in
about 1800, the earliest settlers being Reuben Sanford, Cyrus WIson,
| saac Peck, Allen Peck, Reuben and Daniel Hanblin, Daniel Ray, John
Bl anchard, Z. Gray, and Nat hani el Warner; and

WHEREAS, When the War of 1812 was declared, WImngton (then part of
Jay) provided mlitia for the war effort; and

WHEREAS, |In 1814, WMajor Reuben Sanford |ead four conpanies of
mlitia from the Towns of Jay, Keene and current Wl mngton at the
Battl e of Plattsburgh, becom ng a war hero in that battle when he kept
the British fromcrossing a Plattsburgh bridge by cutting the stringers
of the bridge while under heavy fire; one of the volleys actually struck
the axe he was using to chop the bridge tinbers; and



VWHEREAS, After the War, Reuben Sanford represented the district in
the New York State Assenbly from 1814-1817; furthernore, he was a

del egate to the New York State Constitutional Convention of 1821, and a
menber of the New York State Senate for four years being elected in
1828; and

VWHEREAS, Reuben Sanford was instrunmental in establishing the Town of
WIlmngton as a separate entity fromthe Town of Jay in 1822; he becane
its first postmaster, served as Town Supervisor for two terns,
contributed to the construction of the Methodi st Church of WI m ngton
which still stands today, and erected the first store, which mnade him
the mghtiest pioneer in the Town of WImngton and one of the nost
prom nent nmen in Northern New York; and

WHEREAS, Primarily a tourist-centered conmunity today, W] nm ngton
was once a farming, iron mning, |unbering and industrial comrunity with
a potash and starch factories, sawmlls, gristmlls, and whiskey
distilleries; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout its history, residents of WImngton have
responded to serve the nation during tines of conflict, including the
Cvil War, Spanish Anerican War, World War |, World War |1, Korean War
and the Vietnam War, as well as the Gulf Wars and the War on Terror; and

VWHEREAS, Not abl e citizen, Henry Harri son Markham born in
W I m ngton, Essex County, New York, Novenber 16, 1840, attended the
common schools of his hometown, served in the Cvil War, studied |aw,
and was admtted to the bar in 1867; he served in the Forty-ninth
Congr ess (Mar ch 4, 1885-March 3, 1887) and becane CGovernor of
California, serving from 1891-1895; and

VWHEREAS, Notable citizen, Reuben L. Partridge, born in WI mngton,
Essex County, New York, in 1823, attended the common schools of his
honet own, noved to Marysville, Chio, in 1836, |learned the carpentry
trade, and received a patent for his truss design of self-supporting
covered bridges, having built over 125 in his lifetinme; and

WHEREAS, Early hotels such as the Witeface Muntain House and Hot el
O ney established recreational opportunities for developing tourism
leading to today's wde range of outdoor activities and attractions
i ncl udi ng: Whiteface Mountain, Witeface Mountain Ski Center, \Witeface
Veterans Menorial H ghway, Santa's W rkshop, Hgh Falls Gorge, and
wor |l d-class fly fishing; and

VWHEREAS, W/l m ngton and the Witeface region activities include
scientific research, fishing, hunting, canping, hiking, paddling and
biking all within proximty of mllions of people; and

VWHEREAS, W/ m ngton was the venue for the 1980 Wnter O ynpic Al pine
Events and continues to host National and Wrld Class Ski conpetitions;
and

WHEREAS, W I m ngton has evolved fromits rural roots into an outdoor



recreation, science, and education destination featuring its natural
attributes and the wunique blend of natural resources, a touch of
wi | derness, entrepreneurship, and personal enterprise which has created
a small rural town of national and international acclaim and

VWHEREAS, Remmining fruitful over the ebb and flow of decades of
growh and change, the Town of WI m ngton continues its commtnent to

enhancing the quality of |ife of its <citizens, ensuring a positive
busi ness, institutional and educational <climte, and providing al
essential services; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 200th Anniversary of the Town of WImngton, Essex
County, New York, recognizing the significance of the role it continues
to play in the life of the communities of the State of New York; and be
it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Roy Hol zer, Supervisor, Town of WI m ngton, New York; and
the Wl m ngton Historical Society.



