Senate Resolution No. 1710
BY: Senat or KENNEDY

MOURNI NG the death of C yde Bellecourt, renowned
Native American civil rights |eader, distinguished
citizen and devoted nmenber of his conmunity

WHEREAS, There are certain outstanding nenbers of our community who,
through their selfless commtnent and dedi cation, have served to better
the quality of life in our cormunity and have had a neasurable positive
inmpact on the lives of its residents; Cyde Bellecourt was one such
i ndi vi dual ; and

WHEREAS, It is with profound sorrow and deep regret that this
Legislative Body records the passing of Cyde Bellecourt, noting the
significance of his purposeful life and acconplishnents; and

WHEREAS, C yde Bell ecourt, founder of the Anerican Indian Movenent
who led protests in the 1970s at Wunded Knee, South Dakota, and in
Washi ngt on over broken treaty obligations, and who |ater pressured
sports teans to expunge their Native Anerican nicknanes, died on
Tuesday, January 11, 2022, at the age of 85; and

VWHEREAS, Born on May 8, 1936, on the White Earth Indian Reservation
I n northwestern M nnesota, Clyde Howard Bel |l ecourt was the seventh of 12
children born to Charles and Angeline Bellecourt; he attended a Ronan
Catholic m ssion school on the reservation until he was a teenager; and

VWHEREAS, Overcom ng nuch adversity, C yde Bellecourt co-founded the
Anerican | ndian Movenent (AIM in 1968, along with Dennis Banks, Russel
Means, George Mtchell, Charles Deegan and others, to hel p advocate for
tribal sovereignty and better housing and opportunities for Native
Anmericans in Mnnesota and across the United States; and

VWHEREAS, Cyde Bellecourt, who later worked for a utility conpany,
was chosen as the novenent's first chairman and hel ped | aunch the Trai
of Broken Treaties, a long march fromthe Wst Coast to Washington in
1972; and

WHEREAS, A true asset to society, Cyde Bellecourt began the
bilingual and bicultural Heart of the Earth Survival School in 1972,
bef ore establishing the Peacemaker Center for Indian youth; the American
I ndi an Movenent Patrol, to provide security for the M nneapolis |Indian
community; a Legal R ghts Center; the Native Anerican Comrunity Cinic;
Wnmen of Nations Eagle's Nest Shelter; the International Indian Treaty
Council; and the Anerican |Indian Qpportunities Industrialization Center,
a programto nove welfare recipients to full-tine jobs; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, he helped create the National Coalition on
Racismin Sports and the Media, which urged professional, amateur and
school teans to abandon nicknanes |ike Redskins, Indians and Braves,
whi ch he saw as deneani ng stereotypes; and



VWHEREAS, Subsequently, in recent years, both the Washi ngton Redski ns
of the National Football League and Major League Baseball's d eveland
I ndi ans dropped their old nanes; and

WHEREAS, In 2016, dCyde Bellecourt published an autobiography,
Thunder Before the Storm in which he wote of his own healing and the
transformation of t he Aneri can | ndi an Movenent from violent
confrontation to constructive engagenent; and

WHEREAS, Wth his fierce dedication, nonunental presence and
selfless |eadership, Cyde Bellecourt truly enbodied the spirit of the
Anerican | ndian Movenent and the spirit of resistance, as well as the
strength and the resolve its people have held for nore than 530 years;
and

WHEREAS, In addition to his beloved wfe, Peggy Sue (Holnes)
Bel | ecourt, Clyde Bellecourt is survived by four children, Susan, Tonya,
Little Cow and Little Wl f; and a host of grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, Cdyde Bellecourt's fight for justice and fairness | eaves
behind a powerful |egacy that will continue to inspire people across our
state and nation for generations to cone; his insight and strength wll
forever serve as a beacon of love, |light and hope to the countless |ives
he touched; he wll be deeply mssed and truly nerits the grateful
tribute of this Legislative Body; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
mourn the death of Cyde Bellecourt, and to express its deepest
condol ences to his famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Cyde Bellecourt.



