Senate Resolution No. 1658
BY: Senator JORDAN

COMVENDI NG Thomas Peter D Gorgio posthunously
upon the occasion of his designation as recipient of
a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
i n peacetinme, deserve a special salute fromthis Legislative Body; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to comend Thonas
Peter DiGorgio posthunously wupon the occasion of his designation as
recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendation for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behal f of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

VWHEREAS, Born on June 8, 1931, in Elizabeth, New Jersey, Thonas
Peter DiGorgio was the son of immgrants, Pietro and Agostilia
Roccatani Di G orgio, who inparted the values of hard work, fairness to
all, a love of good hone-cooki ng and honemade vi no; and

VWHEREAS, Wile attending Thomas Edison Hi gh School, Thomas Peter
DiGorgio was trained as a cabi netnmaker, a skill which would serve him
well into his 80s; and

VWHEREAS, Thomas Peter DiGorgio enlisted in the United States Navy
on May 29, 1951, in New York, New York, where he proudly served aboard
the USS Destroyer Escort WIllard Keith, DD775, as a Metalsmth (ME2);
and

WHEREAS, For his courageous service during the Korean War, this
extraordinary man was the proud recipient of the National Defense
Ri bbon, Navy Cccupation Medal, Korean Medal and United National Medal
and

WHEREAS, Upon the conpletion of his mlitary service, Thonas Peter
DiGorgio relocated to New York, raising his famly in Rockaway Beach
and Coram Long Island; and

WHEREAS, A truly skilled and self-enployed carpenter and buil der,
Thomas Peter Di G orgi o worked as Proprietor of Dee's Hardware and Lunber
in Coram as well as a Construction Mnager on nunmerous projects,
I ncluding hones, restaurants and gas stations throughout the eastern
United States; and

VWHEREAS, |In 2015, Thomas Peter D G orgi o noved to Renssel aer County,



New York, where he lived with his daughter; and

VWHEREAS, Thomas Peter DiGorgio |oved the beach and was an avid
amat eur ball room dancer, w nning nmany dance conpetitions; in 2018, he
received a Veterans Creative Arts Recognition for his dancing; and

VWHEREAS, Predeceased by his significant other, Anne Popielarski in
2000, and his sister, Anna Ronel in 2013, Thonas Peter DiGorgio is
survived by his four children, D ane DiGorgio, Peter D G orgio, Thonas
DiGorgio Jr., and Patricia Wdhalm as well as five grandchildren,
Kaitlin (Katie), Thomas, Kristen, Bradley and Ryan; and

WHEREAS, Having exhibited his patriotismboth at honme and abroad,
Thomas Peter Di G orgio denonstrated his love for his country and nerits
forevernore the highest respect of his State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, Qur Nation's veterans deserve to be recogni zed, conmended
and thanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their communities, their State and their Nation;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Thomas Peter DiGorgio posthunously upon the occasion of his
designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed
upon an individual by the New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Thomas Peter Di G orgio.



