Senat e Resolution No. 1577
BY: Senat or AKSHAR

MOURNI NGt he death of Ronald E. Dougherty,
di stinguished citizen and devoted nenber of his
comunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose lifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their communities and this
great Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, Ronald E. Dougherty of Omego, New York, died on Tuesday,
Novenber 23, 2021, at the age of 89; and

WHEREAS, Ronal d E. Dougherty was born in Candor, New York, in 1932,
t he bel oved son of Isabell Kotula; and

WHEREAS, |In 1950, Ronald E. Dougherty graduated as the Sal utatorian
of his class and married his high school sweetheart, Brenda Drury, on
Decenber 5th of that same year in the little church around the corner in
New York City; and

VWHEREAS, Ronal d E. Dougherty distinguished hinself in his profession
and by his sincere dedication and substantial contribution to the
wel fare of his conmmunity; and

VWHEREAS, He left his famly farmand joined IBMin 1957; he retired
in 1987, after a successful career as a functional |evel nanager; and

WHEREAS, In May 1988, he joined the Tioga County Legislature and
becane Ti oga County Legislative Chairman in 1990, retiring in 1995; and

WHEREAS, He worked for the Tioga County Industrial Devel opnment
Associ ation (I DA) on the Lounsbury Devel opnent Site and was i nstrunental
in establishing the Best Buy Warehouse Building and the Initial Anchor
Termnal in Lounsbury; and

WHEREAS, Ronald E. Dougherty was the initial President of the Rural
Econom cs Area Partnership (REAP), and the Tioga County Council of Local
Governnents; he and his partner, Steve Hendrickson, were invol ved, along
with others, in the Omego Pool Project and in establishing the Minici pal
El ectric and Gas Alliance (ME&); and

WHEREAS, While Chairman of the Legislature, wth the assistance of
the late Gen Carter, he helped establish the Council of Economc
Devel opnent and Pl anni ng; he was also on the Tioga County Soil and Water
and Farm Bureau Board of Directors, the Tioga County Bank Board, and the
Board of Sayre Guthrie dinic; and

WHEREAS, Ronald E. Dougherty's commtnent to excellence, and his
spirit of humanity, carried over into all fields of enterprise,
i ncludi ng charitable and civic endeavors; and



WHEREAS, Ronald E. Dougherty was a nenber of the Omego Kiwanis and
El ks; on Septenber 2014, to honor his nmany contributions to Tioga

County, the Tioga County Legislature renanmed the nunicipal building on
56 Main Street in Omego, the Ronald E. Dougherty Building; and

WHEREAS, For 41 vyears, Ronald E. Dougherty was a School Board
menber, joining the Tioga Central School Board in 1966; two years |ater
he was el ected President of the Board and in this capacity, led the 1972
construction of the current Tioga Central H gh School; and

WHEREAS, He left the Tioga Central School Board in 1977, and joined
t he Broom Ti oga BOCES Board of Education where he served as President
from 1985- 2005, i ncluding being naned New York State School Board Menber
of the Year in 1995; and

WHEREAS, To recognize his exenplary service, BOCES created the
annual Ronald E. Dougherty Award, bestowed upon an enployee who best
exenplifies the spirit and dedication that were the hallnmarks of his
many years of service to both the school and his community; and

VWHEREAS, | n addition, Ronald E. Dougherty was awarded t he BOCES 2006
Presi dent Recognition Award, Boy Scouts of Anmerica 1997 CQutstanding
Citizen, Candor Bicentennial Recognition, 2000 Congressi onal Recognition
Award, 1BM 25 Year Service Award, Ji m Bostwi ck Agricultural Award, Mario
Cuono 1992 Law, New York State Rural Schools Anne Paulin 2006
Di stingui shed Service Award, Ronal d Dougherty Day Procl amati on by Myor
Fink in 2000, Rotary 1998 Paul Harris Award, TC3 Friends of the Coll ege
Award and Pl ague in 2004, Tioga County 2001 Rural Mnistry Award Pl aque,
and Tioga County 2000 Senior Citizen of the Year Pl aque; and

WHEREAS, Ronald E. Dougherty had a firmbelief that a person should
| eave their world better than they found it, and he used his talents to
make Tioga County a better place to live in and raise a famly; and

WHEREAS, Ronal d E. Dougherty credited his wwife with giving him the
ability to do for his community, the acts of service he was so gifted to
be able to share with the community he so | oved; and

VWHEREAS, He was born, baptized, and raised in the Baptist church; in
adul thood, he raised 10 children with his wife in the Roman Catholic
Church, and was officially welconed into the Catholic church by way of
the RCI A programin 2002; at the tine of his death, Ronald E. Dougherty
was a parishioner at St Patrick's Church in Omego; and

VWHEREAS, Predeceased by one son, Ronald E. Dougherty, Jr., and one
great-grandson, Odin Dougherty, Ronald E. Dougherty is survived by his
wi fe of 71 years, Brenda Dougherty; 10 children, WMary (A) Wl ski
Patrick (G ndy) Dougherty, Colleen (Roger) Anderson, Daniel (Laura)
Dougherty, John (Cathy) Dougherty, Brian (Sally) Dougherty, Rhonda (Dan)
Christie, Lisa (Brian) Barber, Terrance (Mary) Dougherty, and Kevin
(Mchelle) Dougherty; 29 grandchildren and 23 great-grandchil dren; one
sister, Gail (Doug) Barton; and two brothers, Janmes (Wnanne) Kotula and
Steven (Heather) Kotula; as well as his dear and lifelong friends, Dave



and Doug Fesseden; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed wth a humanistic spirit and i nbued wth a sense of
conpassi on, Ronald E. Dougherty | eaves behind a | egacy which wll 1ong
endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nenory to al
he served and befriended; he will be deeply mssed and truly nerits the
grateful tribute of this Legislative Body; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nourn the death of Ronald E. Dougherty, and to express its deepest
condol ences to his famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the fam|ly of Ronald E. Dougherty.



