Senate Resolution No. 1531
BY: Senat or KENNEDY

COMVENDI NG Mercy Flight wupon the occasion of
safely conpleting its 30,000th air anbul ance pati ent
m ssi on

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay tribute to those organizations within the State of New York which
provi de vital energency nedical rescue services; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend Mercy Flight upon the occasion of safely conpleting its 30, 000th
ai r anbul ance patient mssion; and

WHEREAS, Since its inception, Mercy Flight has been independent of
any hospital, delivering patients to the facility which will best suit
their nedical needs by working closely with the regional network of
hospitals, ground EMS, |aw enforcenent, and fire authorities; and

WHEREAS, |In 1981, Douglas H Baker, owner and operator of LaSalle
Ambul ance, had a vision to assist nore patients in need; later, he
joined forces with Sister Sheila Marie Wal sh, Dr. Matthew Burke and Dr.
Janmes Ehinger to provide air nedical services to the communities of
West ern New York; and

VWHEREAS, Established as the pioneer air-nedical service in New York
State and one of the first operations like it in the United States,
Mercy Flight began operations fromone base in Buffalo, 12 hours a day,
utilizing one | eased 206B Jet Ranger helicopter (N90O2EH) staffed by two
pilots and three LaSall e Ambul ance Paranedics; and

WHEREAS, Through the next few decades, this trail blazing nonprofit
provi der of emergency and non-energency air and ground medi cal transport
increased its fleet with many new jets and helicopters and expanded its
services; and

WHEREAS, In 2008, Mercy Flight noved into its first permanent hone
at the Buffalo N agara International Airport, and on Septenber 1, 2009,
Mercy EMS was forned to provide anbul ance service to the residents of
Genesee County and United Menorial Medical Center; and

VWHEREAS, |In 2010, Mercy Flight instituted a N ght Vision Goggle
program and in 2014, Mercy Flight WY, Mercy Flight Central, and
Starflight formed t he FLIGHTS coalition ai med at advocati ng
comunity-based air nmedical transportation by pooling their resources
and educating the public and first responders about the service itself
and its value to the conmunity; and

VWHEREAS, In Septenber of 2015, Mercy EMS began operations in the
Village of Springville and Town of Concord and for Bertrand Chaffee
hospital under tenporary operating authority in response to an energency



need determned by the Town, Village and hospital, increasing the
availability of dedicated resources to virtually 100% and

VWHEREAS, On January 7, 2016, Mercy EMS was selected as the
contracted primary provider of anbulance service for the Village of
Springville with additional coverage to the Town of Concord, and |ater
that year, began operations in the Town of N agara under tenporary
operating authority in response to an energency need determ ned by the
Town, once again, increasing the availability of dedicated resources to
virtually 100% and

VHEREAS, Today, Mer cy Flight remains one of the last few
not-for-profit providers of air and ground nedical transport services;
in Decenmber of 2021, the organization celebrated its 30,000th patient
transport and continues to stay true to its mssion from several bases
W th nuner ous pr of essi onal medi cal providers, pilots, aircraft
mechani cs, comruni cati ons speci al i sts, adm ni strative staff and
managemnent personnel that provide the necessary support for its
operations; and

WHEREAS, All of the individuals involved with Mercy Flight, past and
present, are deserving of the hi ghest comendat i on for their
contributions to the noble mssions of this |ife-saving organization;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Mercy Flight upon the occasion of safely conpleting its 30, 000th
ai r anbul ance patient mssion; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Mercy Flight.



