Senate Resol ution No. 1493
BY: Senat or PARKER

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
May 2022, as Skin Cancer Awareness Mnth in the
State of New York

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to nenorialize
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMy 2022, as Skin Cancer Awareness
Month in the State of New York, in conjunction with the observance of
Nati onal Mel anoma Mont h; and

VWHEREAS, The Anmerican Acadeny of Dernatol ogy has desi gnated Nati onal
Mel anoma Month to rai se awareness about skin cancer; rmany events have
been pl anned focused on skin health, sun safety, tanning prevention, and
skin cancer screening and resources; and

VWHEREAS, Skin cancer is the nost common form of cancer in the United
States, wth about 1.3 mllion new cases di agnosed each year; according
to the Skin Cancer Foundation, the incidence and nortality of skin
cancer have increased exponentially during the past several decades and
every year the figure nmounts; and

WHEREAS, One in five Arericans wll develop skin cancer in their
l'ifetinme;, and

VWHEREAS, According to the American Cancer Society, it is anticipated
that this year approximtely 76,690 new cases of malignant nel anoma wil |
be di agnosed in the United States; and

WHEREAS, It is estimated by the American Cancer Society that there
will be approximately 9,480 deaths attributable to malignant nelanoma
and ot her skin cancers in 2022; and

VWHEREAS, Over one mllion new cases will be basal cell carcinoma and
squanmous cell carcinonma, which have a better than 98 percent cure rate
if detected early; and

WHEREAS, The best way to prevent skin cancer is to avoid the sun,
especially between the hours of 10 aam to 4 p.m, when its rays are the
strongest; and

VWHEREAS, The Anmerican Cancer Society reconmends that when people are
out in the sun, they should wear w de-brinmmed hats, |ong-sleeved shirts,
and pants; and

WHEREAS, It is also suggested that people use a sunscreen product
with a sun protection factor of at |least 30, applying it 15-30 m nutes
before going into the sun, and re-applying it every two hours and after
swi mmi ng or sweating, and discarding any product that may be over a year
old unless there is an expiration date; and

WHEREAS, It is inportant to realize that one nust be wary of cloudy



days too, because it is still possible to get burned; and

VWHEREAS, The sun's rays can reach through three feet of water; and

VWHEREAS, The Anmerican Acadeny of Dermatology urges everyone to
exam ne their skin regularly, since nost skin cancers can be cured if
detected early; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body affirns its commtnent to pronbte an
envi ronment whi ch supports and encourages vi gorous research activities,
and the institutions engaged in those activities, to further skin cancer
research; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body also reaffirns its commtnent to
foster efforts directed at the advancenent of detection, diagnhosis, and
treatment of skin cancer; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmenori ali ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMy 2022, as Skin Cancer
Awar eness Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



