Senate Resolution No. 1491
BY: Senat or PARKER

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
May 2022, as Celiac Di sease Awareness Month in the
State of New York

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to nenorialize
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMy 2022, as Celiac D sease Awareness
Month in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Celiac disease affects approxinately one in every 133
people in the United States, for a total of 3,000,000 people, including
nearly 130,000 in New York State; the najority of people with celiac
di sease have yet to be di agnosed; and

VWHEREAS, Celiac disease is an inherited, autoi mune disease in which
the lining of the small intestine is damaged from eating gluten and
other proteins found in wheat, barley, rye, and possibly oats; this
particular condition results in overall malnutrition; and

VWHEREAS, Celiac disease is co-norbid with many aut oi mune di sorders,
including thyroid disease, systemic |upus erythematosus, type 1
di abet es, l'iver di sease, col | agen vascul ar di sease, rheumatoid
arthritis, and Sjogren's syndrone; and

VWHEREAS, The exact cause of celiac disease is unknown; t he
intestines contain projections (called villi) which absorb nutrients,
and in undi agnosed or untreated cases, these wvilli become flattened,

which affects the ability to absorb nutrients properly; the di sease can
develop at any point in life, frominfancy to | ate adul thood; and

WHEREAS, For treatnent, a |ifelong gluten-free diet nust be
attained; foods, beverages, and nedications that contain wheat, barley,
rye, and possibly oats nust be elimnated in order for the intestinal
villi to heal; and

VWHEREAS, Wen untreated, celiac disease can cause |ife-threatening
conplications; 97 percent of cases remain undi agnosed and the average
cost of an wundi agnosed case is between $5,000 and $12, 000 per person;
based on these estimates, undi agnosed celiac disease is conservatively
costing New York State residents nore than $725 mllion annually in
unnecessary nedical bills; and

WHEREAS, Del ayi ng di agnosis or not followng the diet puts one at
risk for related conditions such as: autoinmune di sorders, certain types
of i nt esti nal cancer, fractures, infertility, mscarriage, and
ost eoporosi s; and

VWHEREAS, Through public awareness, this Legislative Body seeks to
mnimze the devastating effects of celiac disease anong all the
citizens of the State of New York; now, therefore, be it



RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim My 2022, as Celiac
D sease Awareness Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



