Senate Resolution No. 1484
BY: Senat or PARKER

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
January 1, 2022, as Ellis Island Day in the State of
New Yor k

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize
official days that are set aside to increase awareness of nonents in
hi story which affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to nenorialize
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclai mJanuary 1, 2022, as Ellis Island Day
in the State of New York, in conjunction with the observance of Nati onal
Ellis Island Day; and

WHEREAS, Ellis Island Day is observed annually on January 1st to
celebrate an island which served as a gateway to Anerica during the
I mm gration wave of 1892 through 1954, when an average of 1,900 people
passed through the station daily; and

VWHEREAS, Duri ng this time, approximately 17 mllion people
immgrated to Anerica through the inmgration station at Ellis |sland,
and

VHEREAS, Long before it becanme the site of the immgration
processing stations, Ellis Island was a public execution site for
pirates during the 1760s; years |later, the island was sold to a col oni al
New York nerchant, Samuel Ellis, who tried to resell it but was
unsuccessful ; and

VWHEREAS, I n 1808, the United States governnent fully acquired the
island for the sum of $10,000, and Ellis Island was converted into a
mlitary fort to protect the New York Harbor frompossible British and
French arned attacks; and

WHEREAS, The mlitary wupgraded the island to include a 14-gun
battery, nortar battery, magazi ne, and bar r acks; after its
fortification, Ellis Island was renamed Crown Fort but was | ater changed
to Fort G bson after the War of 1812; and

WHEREAS, Upon the conpletion of the war, Fort G bson changed hands
and went through various states of disuse; by 1881, alnost all its
firepower was renoved, and its administration passed to the Navy's
Bureau of Ordnance; and

VWHEREAS, | n 1890, the United States governnment ordered the renaining
firepower to be renoved and the island converted to a f eder al
I mm gration station, wth its admnistration handed over to the
Departnent of the Treasury; and

WHEREAS, The immgration station began receiving immgrants on
January 1, 1892, and by June 15, 1897, before its wooden structures were



razed in a fire accident, it had processed about 1.5 mllion immgrants;
and

WHEREAS, After its reconstruction and expansion, the inmm gration
station was agai n opened on Decenber 17, 1900, but closed for the final
time on Novenber 12, 1954; and

WHEREAS, In 1965, Ellis Island was added to the Statue of Liberty
Nati onal Monunment and President Lyndon B. Johnson approved its
redevel opnent; in 1990, the island' s nmain building, a nmuseum was opened
to the public; the American Family Imm gration Hi story followed in 2001,
and the ferry building in 2007; and

WHEREAS, It 1is inperative that there be greater awareness of the
hi story of our State and Nation, and nore nust be done to increase
awareness at the local, State and National |evels; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimJanuary 1, 2022, as Ellis
Island Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



