Senate Resol ution No. 1480
BY: Senat or PARKER

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
May 2022, as Arthritis Awareness Month in the State
of New Yor k

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
official nonths that are set aside to increase awareness of serious
i ssues that affect the lives of residents of New York State; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, it is the sense of this Legislative Body to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim My 2022, as Arthritis
Awar eness Month in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, The Arthritis National Research Foundation's mssionis to
provide initial research funding to brilliant, investigative scientists
with new ideas to cure arthritis and rel ated aut oi mmune di seases; and

WHEREAS, Arthritis Awareness Mnth was developed to I ncr ease
awareness of arthritis and the inportance of seeking appropriate
treatnment to mnimze its disabling inpact on daily |ives; and

WHEREAS, The Arthritis Foundation is the Chanpion of Yes, |eading
the fight for the Arthritis community; this vital organization hel ps
conquer everyday battles through Ilife changi ng i nformation and
resources, access to optimal care, advancenents in science and comunity
connections; and

WHEREAS, The Arthritis Foundation strives to chart a w nning course,
guiding famlies in developing personalized plans and living a ful
|ife, and nmaki ng each day another stride towards a cure; and

WHEREAS, Arthritis affects 3.8 mllion people in the State of New
York; 24.2% of New York adults have self-reported doctor-di agnosed
Arthritis; and

WHEREAS, Fifty-two million Anericans have Arthritis, affecting one
in four Anericans in the general population; by 2030, that nunber is
expected to clinb to 67 mllion; and

VWHEREAS, Approxi mately, 300,000 children in the United States suffer
fromArthritis; and

WHEREAS, Arthritis enconpasses nore than 100 di seases and conditions
which affect the joints, tissues surrounding the joints and other
organs; and

VWHEREAS, In New York State, 40% of adults wth Arthritis are
I nactive; 50% of adults diagnosed with Arthritis al so have di abetes, 43%
al so have hypertension, and 36% are obese; and



VWHEREAS, Early di agnosis and appropriate nanagenent can help people
with Arthritis decrease pain, inprove function, stay productive, |ower
health care costs and have a better quality of life; and

WHEREAS, Arthritis is our nation's |eading cause of disability,
resulting in an annual $128 billion price tag which includes $81 billion
in direct costs and $47 billion in indirect costs; and

WHEREAS, One in 25 working age adults have to change jobs, stop
wor ki ng entirely, or reduce the hours they work due to Arthritis; and

WHEREAS, One out of every three United States veterans lives with
Arthritis and it is the top cause of disability anong veterans; research
supporting better prevention strategies, intervention and treatnents is
crucial to reducing the nunber of soldiers and veterans suffering from
Arthritis; and

VWHEREAS, Through public awareness, this Legislative Body seeks to
mnimze the devastating effects of Arthritis anong the citizens of the
State of New York; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim My 2022, as Arthritis
Awar eness Month in the State of New York, and to urge the residents of
this great Enpire State to | earn about the causes, synptons, diagnoses
and treatnments; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
York; and the Arthritis Foundati on.



