Senate Resolution No. 14
BY: Senat or BROOKS

COVMENDI NG  Good Samaritans David DeWtt and
Must af a Tosun upon the occasion of their designation
as recipients of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor
bestowed wupon an individual by the New York State
Senat e

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
coomend the caring concern and heroic acts of individuals who take
pronpt and appropriate action in energency situations, nobly risking
their owmn lives in an effort to preserve the |ife of another; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend Good Samaritans David DeWtt and Miustafa Tosun upon the occasion
of their designation as recipients of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor
best owed upon an individual by the New York State Senate; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendation for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behal f of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, An elderly couple was rescued by Good Samaritan David
DeWtt, Good Samaritan Miustafa Tosun, off-duty Lake Success Police
O ficer Robert Russo, off-duty Suffolk County Police Oficer John Tighe,
and on-duty Suffolk County Police Oficer Debra Gearon after their car
crashed into a roadside canal in Lindenhurst, New York, on Mnday,
Oct ober 19, 2020; and

VWHEREAS, The incident began when two vehicles were involved in a
m nor car crash at Venetian Pronenade and Mntauk H ghway; and

WHEREAS, As the two cars left the scene, one began backing up onto
t he highway and was struck by a third car that subsequently crashed
t hrough a fence and into the canal; it quickly began to sink, trapping a
78-year-old male who, was the driver, and his 76-year-old w fe inside;
and

WHEREAS, Responding without hesitation, the five heroic individuals
| eaped into action, junping into the canal to rescue the couple; and

VWHEREAS, The group was able to pull the man fromthe car but had to
break a window to extricate the woman, who was unconscious; after
Oficer Robert Russo performed CPR on her, the woman's pul se and
breat hi ng were soon restored; and

VWHEREAS, CGood Saneritan David DeWtt and Good Sanaritan Mistafa
Tosun, in their spontaneous and heroic acts, have so aptly denonstrated
their character and conpassion for the welfare of others, personifying,
by wvirtue of their actions, the collective concern of ordinary citizens



across the comunity of New York State who voluntarily respond w thout
t hought of danger or reward when others are in need of help; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Good Samaritan David DeWtt and Good Samaritan Mistafa Tosun
upon the occasion of their designation as recipients of a Liberty Medal,
the highest honor bestowed upon an individual by the New York State
Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Good Samaritan David DeWtt, and Good Sanaritan Muistafa
Tosun.



