Senate Resolution No. 136
BY: Senator BRESLI N

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
January 26, 2021, as Explore NY Travel & Tourism Day
in the State of New York

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to nenorialize
Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaimJanuary 26, 2021, as Explore NY
Travel & TourismDay in the State of New York, in conjunction with the
observance of National Plan For Vacation Day; and

VWHEREAS, Travel and tourism are vitally inportant to both the
econonm c and enotional health and well-being of the people of the State
of New York; and

WHEREAS, I n 2019 New York State tourism generated a record-high
econom c inpact of $117.6 billion, personal incone for New Yorkers of
$39.8 billion, and state and | ocal tax revenues of $9.1 billion ($1, 246
per NYS household); tourismis New York State's third-largest industry
but 2020 COVID- 19 conditions have suppressed the New York State Trave
Touri sm econony by 72% creating 48% i ndustry unenpl oynent; and

WHEREAS, The stress and isolation of the COVID 19 pandem c has
caused New York State residents significant stress and anxiety, and
Pl anning  Travel Power s Positivity research denonstr at es t hat
anticipating travel delivers significant nental health benefits - that
expl oring, contenplating, devel oping and booking future travel generates
happi ness and can alleviate stress during the COVI D-19 pandem c; and

VWHEREAS, The Explore NY At Hone Initiative is intended to encourage
New York residents to alleviate COVID-19 isolation, stress and anxiety
and build pride of place by exploring the virtual tours, activities,
travel guides and experiences provided online by I LOVE NY as well as
New  York State's destinations, attractions, nmnuseuns, parks and
canpgrounds to Find the NY You Love from hone; and

VWHEREAS, Through col | aborative initiatives |ike Explore NY At Hone,
the New York State Tourism Industry Association (NYSTIA) strives to
advance New York State economic growh, job creation, quality of life
and pride of place by facilitating the success of its nmenbers and
realizing the potential of New York State's tourismindustry; and

VWHEREAS, W encourage individuals to use these online resources to
virtually explore and discover all the NY experiences they have never
had, the NY places they have never been, and the NY places they m ss and
want to visit again; and

WHEREAS, Wth 11 geographically diverse regions, New Yorkers have a
plethora of vacation choices to explore in our great Enpire State,
whether it is awe-inspiring city lights to Adirondack hi gh peaks, Finger
Lakes wine trails, and the m st of N agara Falls; and



VWHEREAS, W urge that when the time is right, New Yorkers plan
vacation travel in-state, and in so doing help re-enploy New York State
residents, support the survival of New York State businesses |arge and

small, revitalize New York State communities, and restore state and
| ocal tax revenues; and

VWHEREAS, We rally New Yorkers to think about their honme state when
maki ng their 2021 travel and vacation plans and remind them that when
the tine is right, New York State destinations will be open, accessible,
safe and ready to provide experiences and create nenories to treasure
for years to cone; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaimJanuary 26, 2021, as
Expl ore NY Travel & TourismDay in the State of New York, in conjunction
wi th the observance of National Plan For Vacation Day; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuono, Governor of the State of
New York; and the New York State Tourism Il ndustry Association



