Senate Resolution No. 1343
BY: Senat or KENNEDY

MOURNI NG t he deat h of Evel yn Pat t er son
Merriweather, longtinme publisher of the Buffalo
Criterion, distinguished citizen and devoted nenber
of her comunity

VWHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose lifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their communities and the great
State of New York; and

WHEREAS, It is wth profound sorrow and deep regret that this
Legi sl ative Body records the passing of Evelyn Patterson Merriweather,
noting the significance of her purposeful |ife and acconplishnents; and

VWHEREAS, Evelyn Patterson Merriweather of Buffal o, New York, died on
Friday, Novenber 12, 2021, at the age of 98; and

VWHEREAS, Evelyn Patterson was born the fifth of six children to
Charner and Foddi e Patterson on January 30, 1923, in Buffalo, New York,
where she attended School 31 and was a graduate of Hutchinson Central
Hi gh School ; and

VWHEREAS, Upon the conpletion of her studies, Evelyn Patterson worked
in the Federal National Youth Adm nistration jobs program before being
enployed as a bookkeeper for the White House Sausage Conpany; during
Wrld War 11, this hard-working young woman was enployed for several
years at the Curtiss-Wight aircraft plant; and

WHEREAS, Evelyn Patterson nmarried into a newspaper famly when she
and Frank Merriweather Jr. were united in marriage on June 23, 1946;
together the couple, who Iled the renowed Buffalo Criterion, raised
their five children in the business while diligently and steadfastly
serving their community as a major voice in recording the history of
African Anericans; and

WHEREAS, Wen Frank Merriweather Jr. passed away on My 22, 1995,
Evelyn Patterson Merriweather took over as Publisher of the Buffalo
Criterion, the ol dest Bl ack owned newspaper in Western New York; and

WHEREAS, Wth a tireless devotion to her profession and her
comunity, Evelyn Patterson Merriweather was the proud recipient of
nuner ous awards and accol ades; she renmained in the esteened position of
publ i sher of the Buffalo Criterion until her death; and

VWHEREAS, A woman of great faith, Evelyn Patterson Merriweather was a
devout Christian and a lifelong active nenber of Holy Tenple Church of
God in Christ; and

WHEREAS, In addition to her husband of nearly 50 vyears, Evelyn
Patterson Merriweather was predeceased by her daughter, Carole Ann



Merriweather; she is survived by t wo daught er s, Evel yn Patti
Merriweat her Ferguson and Frances Jill Merriweather G st; two sons,

Frank E. 11l and Bruce C. Merriweather; 12 grandchildren; and five
great-grandchil dren; and

VWHEREAS, Evelyn Patterson Merriweather's infinite selflessness and
benevol ence will shine on through her famly's vivid and happy nenori es;
her insight and strength will forever serve as a beacon of |ove, |ight
and hope to the countless lives she touched; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed wth a humanistic spirit and i nbued with a sense of
conpassi on, Evelyn Patterson Merriweather | eaves behind a |egacy which

will long endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting
menory to all who were privileged to have known and |oved such an
amazing woman; she will be deeply missed and truly nmerits the grateful

tribute of this Legislative Body; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of Evelyn Patterson Merriweather, and to express its
deepest condol ences to her famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the famly of Evelyn Patterson Merriweat her.



